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THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF AN APOSTLE. 


BY THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, PROVIDENCE, R. I., DEC. 2. 1860. 
To Rev. M. I. Bixby, on his designation as a missionary of the Union to Burmah. 


My pear protuer :—The duty has been devolved on me by the Executive Commit- 
tee, to address some remarks to you in their behalf and in the behalf of the people 
whom they represent, on the nature and importance of the work in which you are 
ahout toengage. And since you contemplate bearing the messages of life to those 
who abide still in the darkness of heathenism, and hope to turn them from dumb 


idols to serve the living God, it will be expected that what I have to say will take 
form and spirit from this peculiarity of your labors. 


You are to be a Christian missionary, an apostle of Christ, one commissioned by 
Ilim, clothed with his authority, animated by his Spirit, sent to do his work, and on 
his behalf to call to the obedience of faith the rebellious subjects of his government. 
A messenger of the court of Heaven, you are to “ proclaim the acceptabley ear of the 
Lord and the day of vengeance of our God.”’ 

Not, indeed, in every sense, not in the complete import of that word, are you an 
apostle. Some prerogatives the early apostles possessed, which you do not. Some 
things they did, which you will not be called on todo. It is not needful that you 
should do them. Having been done once for all, their repetition by you would not 
only not add weight to the evidence for the Divine authority and power of the gospel, 
but rather detract from it. Inspiration and miraculous gifts were a necessity in the 
establishment of Christianity, in the bringing it forth and setting it down before the 
world. This done, the necessity ceases, and with it they cease. In all besides, you 
are an apostle, holding the same hand, following the same guide, walking in the 
same spirit, preaching the same truth, and seeking the same ends by the same means. 
If not quite an apostle, you are the successor of apostles, partaking, my brother, of 
all their real dignity and glory, and sharing in their toils and rewards. In this your 
time, by the call and purpose of God revealed in you by the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven, you take up their work, to prosecute it by your utmost powers, for the 
glory of Christ and the blessing of many ** ready to perish.” 

Be, then, an apostle in the general aim and scope of your labors. Bear forth the 
message of truth. Sound out the word of life. Spread abroad the knowledge of that 
name which is above every nanie. Run to and fro that knowledge may increase. 
From man to man, from city to city, and from province to province, if strength and 
time allow, go forth, = every man and beseeching every man night and day, 


“gs 
1% 
= 
THE 
“i 
{2 
4 
if 
i 
4 
: 
: 
2 
q 


2 The Spirit and Power of an Apostle. [January, 


with tears, nor cease till you find a hearing ear and an understanding heart. You 
will not take up your abode in a given locality, and wait for the people to seek you. 
You will not mark off a field of limited extent, and assign yourself the task of culti- 
vating it, and bringing it to the highest state of fruitfulness. This may be done by 
some, and done to good purpose. This is not your duty, as [ conceive. [t is yours 
to make beginnings, tear up the green sward, scatter the seed, and go on scattering 
it, retracing your steps and going often over the same ground, ever scattering the 
good seed of the kingdom. It is yours, with God's help, to plant churches, not so 
much to watch and guide and feed them, not this preéminently. Preéminently, it is 
yours to eall the dead to life, raise them up, clothe them with the garments of salva- 


tion, gather them into churches—* ordaining them elders in every church,”’ setting 
up in the name of the Lord those most thoroughly taught, to teach others. This is 
the Divine pattern, this, the way Paul did ; and, I charge you, follow the Divine pat- 
tern. Let no man or body of men turn you from it. Follow the teachings of the 
Holy Spirit. Work when and where and as He works. If you fall on a good vein 
of ore, work it, follow it up, till it is exhausted. If they persecute you in one city, 
flee to another ; if they will not hear you in one place, go to another ; coming again 
to the same people, and the same city, in your circuit, coming from a different direc- 
tion, with a new form and style of the old message, ever remembering that it is yours 
to make beginnings and leave the great body of the work, in carrying out and con- 
summating the plan of God, to be done, with occasional supervision from you, by 
those raised up from among the people. 

Be an apostle, also, my brother, in adapting yourself to the various forms and 
types of humanity with which you may come in contact. There was a great and 
noble sense in which Paul became ‘all things to all men,’ that he might by * all 
means save some ;”’ granting himself and others the largest liberty in things not in- 
consistent with salvation, suffering all to be ** without law,”’ in so far as was possible, 
and yet ‘* uader law to Christ." I never cease to admire, in this respect, the Son of 
God, the Captain of our salvation, that He never departed in the least iota from the 
dignity and integrity of his character, and never for a moment lai aside his strict 
adherence to truth, and still matched Himself on to each peculiarity of every hearer. 
He came all the way down to earth, and to the sinners of earth, fitting Himself into 
their weaknesses and prejudices even, to raise them up with Himself to Himself, 
This, my brother, you must learn to do. However deformed and shapeless the mass 
before you, however loathsome and repulsive it may be,—and repulsive and loathsome 
enough it will be, as all dead bodies are,—you must put eye to eye, cheek to check, 
mouth to mouth, hand to hand, breast to breast, would you warm the cold mass into 
life and present it to Christ in his life, his beauty and loveliness. You will go to 
men, in all possible variety of forms and modes of address, to catch the ear, fix atten- 
tion, remove prejudice, root out error, and win the heart to Christ. The end to be 
secured, , how glorious, worthy of an effort, repeated how many times, with what 
consummate skill! You will seek to know men, to penetrate the very core of their 
hearts and purposes, that you may in some sense live their lives and become their very 
selves; the great end of all your painstaking this, to take with you the life of godli- 
ness into their souls, and set it up there, with power. 

Be, then, an apostle in zeal, in earnestness, in importunity. You must know 
how to make an onset, how to charge on the foe, how to rush furiously oa his 
entrenchments, and rout him from his fortifications, fortifications well compacted 
together and defying the assaults of men and God. You must be able to march 
boldly up, and, in the name of the Lord God of the armies of Israel, summon 
him to surrender. Those old entrenchments of idolatry, those bulwarks of Satan, 
will not yield and crumble down before a timid and fearful spirit. Your men of dew 
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will not answer for such a service. 
the common modes of warfare and despising powder and balls, with dagger in hand, 
dart like the light, leap canals, fly up ramparts, overleap walls, and plant the deadly 
Be, then, a spiritual Zouave, all tenderness, 


Spiritual Zouaves are wanted, who, discarding 


weapon in the foe before he knows it. 
indeed, all love and compassion ; and because vou are all these, and have received 
them all from Christ, you are out after the people, compelling them to come in to the 


banquet of Heaven. 


Yet again, be an apostle in the hold you have on God. 


through Christ which strengtheneth me.’ 


think anything as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God.” 
swer, no man stood with me, but all men forsook me. 


me.”’ 


man, certainly, was ever more humble than Paul, and none had learned to expect 
less of mere unaided human powers; and yet he carried with him the settled assur- 
ance that himself alone, with God, could do much; that himself alone, with God, 
need not wait long for reinforcements before work might be commenced with some 


hope of success, 


brother, and you will be saved a world of uneasiness and despondency. 
your heart, and you will be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might. 

Go, then, accompanied by your companion, who, from the first, has encouraged 
your purpose, and given a cordial and hearty support. to all your plans, 


the God of peace and of power go 


work, and crowning with success every endeavor, 


GERMANY. 


LETTER FROM MR, ONCKEN, 


The Work Prospering. 
Hamburg, Oct. 19, 1860.—Immedi- 
ately after the close of our Conference, 


matters at Frankfort on the 
Main, and an Evangelical Alliance meet- 


church 


ing at Ludwigsburg, in Wuiurtemburg, 
“alled me South. 
weeks among our southern stations and 


After a sojourn of four 


churches, I have now returned home, 
and cannot withhold from our beloved 
American friends, at least a part of the 
pleasing experience which my recent tour 
has afforded me. 

To the glory of God, let me then first 
say, What throughout my journey I have 
seen and can testify to with a glad and 
grateful heart; the work of the Lord is 
prospering with us, Not poverty,—not 
the derision of the world, nor the flood- 


gates of opposition opened against the 
fluck of Christ, have been able to extin- 
guish the fire which our Saviour came to | 


Happy Paul, forsaken thus of men, to make room for God to come in. 


Bixby alone, with God, may be a host. 


with you, opening your way, establishing your 


‘*T can do all things 
‘* We are not sufficient, of ourselves, to 
** At my first an- 
Nevertheless, God stood by 
No 


Fix that in your heart, 
Fix that in 


And may 


kindle in Germany also. Even in Hesse, 
where a life of toil often scarcely suffices 
to keep men from starvation, and where 
the spirit is fettered and shackled by po- 
litical oppression until it loses its natural 
elasticity,—in this suffering Hesse—I 
have heard songs of praise and words of 
thanksgiving uttered, worthy of your 
more free and highly favored country. 


Labors in Cassel. 


On Monday, Sept. 17, I crossed the 
Elbe, proceeding first to Cassel, where I 
purposed remaining for the night. The 
approach to this city is lovely; yet the 
sun, shining among the groves which form 
its entrance, seemed to me a confirmation 
of the words, ‘‘ He maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good ;”’ for 
else, surely, by the unrighteousness per- 
petrated within its gates, Cassel must 
long since have forfeited the boon of the 
light of Heaven. 

On my arrival I was, after a short 
rest, called upon to address a meeting, 
and the occasion proved one of so much 


ane 
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edification, that conversation on religious 
subjects was continued until midnight. 
In Cassel one of our Bible colporteurs 
resides, who labors successfully among 
the military here, and, strange to say, is 
unmolested, although the laws issued 
against us under the late minister, Hass- 
enpflug, are still in full force. 

On the 18th I reached Frankfort, 
where circumstances of an unpleasant 
nature occupied me for several days, but 
where, under the divine blessing, har- 
mony was restored among the brethren. 


Meeting of the Evangelical Alliance. 


On the 2]st a hearty welcome was 
given me at Ludwigsburg by my friend, 
Director Philip Paulus. This esteemed 
brother is the editor of the most liberal 
religious German periodical, the ‘* Fried- 
ensglocke’’ (bell of concord), which 
truly answers to its name. He gives his 
readers the most pleasing and interesting 
appearances in the religious world gen- 
erally, and has already done us good ser- 
vice by unhesitatingly acknowledging 
whatever good may be found in our own 
constitutiun and churches. He, too, was 
the originator of the Alliance meeting, in 
which brethren of various denominations 
were now to take part. I found a goodly 
number already assembled ; among them 
the venerable pastor Miiller, a Lutheran 
clergyman; also, missionaries of the 
American Episcopal church, a clergyman 
of the church of England, &c. This 
meeting fully realized the principles ad- 
vocated by the Evangelical Alliance. A 
precedence was not given to any party. 
Churchmen and Dissenters,—we all felt 
happy to merge our diverse views on 
other points in the one essential truth,— 
Christ crucified,—Christ risen again ;"’ 
while the feeling of our oneness in Him 
effectually banished the question, ‘* who 
shall be greatest ?’’—which is so apt to 
intrude even into the gatherings of 
Christ’s disciples. 

The first Alliance meeting was held in 
the spacious salon of a boarding school, 
under the direction of two brothers of 
Director Paulus. This meeting number- 
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ed five hundred persons; the second, 
double that number; a gratifying sign 
of the times in Germany, though least to 
be wondered at in Wiirtemburg, where a 
strong reverence for and interest in reli- 
gion is, more than in any other German 
State, the heirloom of pious forefathers. 
The inhabitants of Wiirtemburg develop 
much of the best characteristics of the 
German character—simplicity and a ge- 
niality that makes the stranger at once 
to feel at home with them. 

Between the morning and afternoon 
meetings, a repast, prepared by the hos- 
Paulus, gathered the 
guests for social intercourse. 


pitality of br. 
The unos- 
tentatious yet excellent arrangements on 
this oceasion told of some clever female 
hand and warm heart that had been in 
And, while re- 
ferring to this excellence, let me mention 


motion fur our benefit. 


another not less commendable, which | 
noticed in many of these southern women 
and maidens—their extremely chaste and 
becoming attire, which, after the gaudy 
costume of our northern ladies, was to 
the external, and still more to the inner 
eye, What a bed of violets is after a field 
of poppies. 

Mvch pleasant discourse rendered our 
dejeuner a feast alike palatable to body 
and mind, and one in accordance with 
the apostolic injunction: ‘* Therefore, 
whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God.”’ 


““We are Brethren.” 


The afternoon meeting was held in the 
open air, in a park adjoining the salon. 
Ilere on one side of a lawn a mossy plat- 
form had been raised, upon which the 
reading desk and speakers had their 
place. Singing, prayers and speeches al- 
ternated. As had been the case in the 
morning, many excellent addresses were 
delivered. Mr. , ® Wesleyan mis- 
sionary, spoke powerfully on ‘* brotherly 
love,’’ by way of elucidation giving the 
following narrative: ‘* Two combatants 
have met on the field of battle. They do 


not seek to elude each other, for they 
have vowed that death only shall end the 
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warfare. Each has sworn to be victor. 
Ambition and revenge lend strength to 
theirarm. At length, though both still 
stand unconquered, neither has strength 
to continue the fight. They grant a mu- 
tual respite. Excited and thirsty for 
blood, each has hitherto seen in the other 
only a man wearing colors that mark him 
asanenemy. They retire awhile. Their 
purpose remains unchanged; but their 
blood being somewhat cooled, they are 
But 
what is this? The already upraised arm 
A 
pallid hue overspreads his brow. * Me- 


able to take a survey of each other. 
of one combatant falls by his side. 


thinks t'y face awakens old memories,’ 
he exclaims. The magnetic spark has 
caught the heart of the other man also. 
*O, that voice!’ is his ery; * I know it, 
I love it; who art thou that speakest?’ 
In breathless agitation one question suec- 


ceeds another. At length the mystery is 


solved. The combatants are such no 
longer. Every other passion is drowned 
y 


in the strongest of all—love. The words 
‘we are brothers,’ draw the two into a 
fond embrace of lasting concord.”’ 

Yes, my dear friends, though we may 
wear diverse colors, though ambition and 
many other motives may call us to the 
combat, shall not our weapons fall before 
the blessed words, ** we are brethren?” 

In every respect, * love”’ the 
Indeed, the 


was 
watchword of this meeting. 
voice of nature and of grace combined in 
proclaiming, God is love.’? Around 
us were groves of trees, now laden with 
autumn’s rich stores, and within us was 
the blessed hope that, congregated as we 
now were in anearthly garden, we should 
hereafter be united in the paradise of 
God, there forever to be regaled with the 
fruit of the tree of life. 

Too quickly the hour of separation ar- 
rived; the hour of external separation 
only, for we parted with the conscious- 
ness that bonds which nothing earthly 
can affect, henceforward united us all. 


Heilbronn and its six Laborers. 


My next station was Heilbronn, where 
is a flourishing church under the care of 
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br. Korner. Here I preached thrice on 
the Lord’s day to a numerous congrega- 
tion, at the house of br. Burger. This 
friend is a baker, who, on becoming a 
Christian, gave up working on the Sab- 
bath; and,as he told me, he has been 
prospered an hundred fold since he was 
enabled to perform that act of obedience 
He is now a wealthy 
man ; one whose wealth is not his master, 
He and his wife 
delight in hospitality, and I can say of 
them, ** They do faithfully whatsoever 


to the divine law. 


but whose master he is. 


they do to the brethren and to strangers.’’ 
3 John 5. Br. Burger is also able to 
serve the church by preaching occasion- 
ally; indeed, as regards the ministration 
of the word, this church and its stations 
are better supplied than any other in the 
South, haviug no less than six efficient 
laborers, only three of whom are paid. 
One of these brethren was formerly a 
young man in an humble sphere of life, 
but with a gift for preaching. A pious 
and wealthy lady became attached to him 
and they were married, he by her desire 
At 
her death, some years ago, she left her 
property to her husband, on condition of 


devoting himself to missionary labor. 


his spending his life in the active service 
of God. Besides this brother there is an- 
other, a man in the prime of life, also of 
independent property, who devotes his 
whole time to missionary work, and has 
already gathered a little company of be- 
lievers in the place where he resides. 
From Heilbronn I proceeded to Stutt- 
gard, where 1 again met our missionary 
brethren, for forming plans for an efficient 
division of labor, and to aid them gener- 
ally with such counsel as my experience 
suggested. In Stuttgard, where for- 
merly several small Baptist communities 
existed, | rejoice to say the number has 
Much 
of the spiritual extravagance which is in- 
herent in the Suabian character, and had 
made itself felt in the Baptist churches 
here when in their infancy, has now worn 
off, and I could not but be gratified by 
the sober mindedness manifested by the 
brethren. At Siuttgard a smaller Alli- 


now diminished to two churches. 
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ance meeting was held, at which T had 
the pleasure of addressing a large audi- 
ence, among whom were some of the Lud- 
wigsburg guests. 

Sept. 25 I went to Mockmiihl, a small, 
flourishing town on the Neckar. Here, 
too, there is a small church, whose fresh 
spirituality tells of intimate intercourse 
with God in his word and by prayer. 
My visits, I trust, proved a season of re- 
freshing to the friends. 


Worms—Monument to Luther. 


But I need not linger at these various 
smaller oases which the Lord’s hand has 
planted in this part of Germany. I must 
ask my readers to accompany me to 
Worms, the city hallowed to the mind of 
every Christian by that famous testimony 
to the truth which resounded through 
Germany to the salvation of thousands, 
but of which, alas! nothing but the tiles 
on the roofs, as having elicited the great 
Reformer’s fearless declaration, now re- 
minded me. 
ence prevail in the city, where once a 


Cold formality or indiffer- 


heart glowing with ardor for God's holy 
cause, gave utterance to truths of which 
And 


yet while pacing these streets of holiest 


history now bears the chief record. 


associations, I rejoiced to think that the 
spirit of Martin Luther can never be 
quite extinguished, while the word of 
God, which he gave us in our native 
tongue, shall exist. Yes, we Baptists, 
too, owe him our best treasure, and we 
shall do well ever to keep before us Lu- 
ther’s heroic example of non-submission 
to worldly power in matters of religion. 
1 may mention here that funds for ercet- 
ing a monument to Luther at Worms 
(Luther-Denkmal) are at present being 
raised throughout Germany. 

My own mission to Worms was an 
humble one,—a small beginning—yet, I 
trust, one of those small beginnings which 
our divine Master delights in making tie 
precursors of great results. My visit was 
to four persons who desire fellowship with 
us. Two of these I soon believed to be 
converted, and recommended them to the 


church at Frankfort, where I subsequent-_ 
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ly had the pleasure of baptizing them. 
A meeting which T held was well attend- 
ed. We sang some of Luther’s good old 
hymns, and as [, as far as the Lord gave 
me strength, commended to my hearers 
the cause of truth once advocated hy the 
teformer, a deep impression seemed to be 
I hope br. Blenner will be able 
to keep up such meetings at Worms, as 


made. 


there is evidently no lack of attendance. 
The Church at Hersfeld—Past and Present. 


Oct. 8.—In order to fulfil: my promise 
to the 
Hesse, beginning with Hersfeld, where 


Hessian brethren, I re-entered 


br. Beyebach labors. Eleven years ago, 
when on a visit here, my first resort was 
the ancient tower, famous in the history 
of our mission as the Zoar, where our 
brother Carl Steinhoff took refuge when 
At that 
he was never safe from the gen- 


first he preached in these parts. 
time 
d‘armes, and there was not a house whose 
oceupants could risk giving him shelter. 
The old watehman of the tower was so 
far favorably disposed towards the people 
of God, as to offer his habitation for a re- 
treat. In the dead of night, the candi- 
dates for baptism assembled here, and 
were examined previously to their being 
haptized. There, too, their first celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper took place. 
Eleven years ago I spent a pleasant hour 
with the aged couple in the tower, who 
blessed the Providence thet had brought 
the knowledge of the truth to them also. 
The aged father, I now found, had gone 
to his reward. His wife was waiting to 
depart. Many scenes of the past were 
revived, on this oceasion, by my compan- 
ions; scenes in which the wrath of man 
had not succeeded in frustrating the pur- 
poses of God, 

The church at Hersfeld numbers seventy- 
five persons, and is in a prosperous con- 
dition. Though poor, the members are 
behind none of our churches in the active 
“Such as we have we 


service of love. 
give unto thee,’? was the language I 


heard throughout our Hessian churches, 


Besides such hospitality as their means 
permitted, I was regaled, early and late, 
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with serenades that would have been 
creditable to more cultivated performers. 
Our Hessian sisters display both power 
and taste in their singing, and certainly 
great unweariedness. Indeed, at all the 
social and public meetings in which I 
took part, it was most gratifying to ob- 
serve how large an amount of enjoyment 
the dear friends derive from this part of 
their devotional exercises. This is a ben- 
efit for which our churches are in a great 
measure indebted to the untiring efforts 
of our beloved br. Braun, of Hamburg, 
for the improvement of our congregation. 


al singing. 


Reminiscences—Appeal. 

During the week of my sojourn in 
Hesse, | visited many cities and numerous 
villages that lie scattered over the coun- 
try in picturesque regardlessness of the 
of architecture. 


rules Everywhere I 


preached to numerous congregations,— 
not to languid, satiate listeners, but to 
men and women whose eager, hungering 
aspect incited the speaker to bring forth 
the best of his stores. 

Dahlheim—as its name indicates, a 
home in a valley,—was also interesting 
to me as the place where br. Grothefend 
some years ago was hospitably sheltered, 
when driven from his mountain home at 
Spangenberg. The good man who took 
him in was subsequently converted, with 
his whole house. Br. Grothefend is a de- 
voted laborer; his enemies, indeed, say 
they dv not know whether he did not do 
less mischief"? on the mountain top 
than in the valley. 

At Cassel I finally held a meeting at 
which many Jews Were present, who list- 
ened withemotion to the testimony of the 
Messiah in the words, ** This is Ile whom 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain.*’ 
at Frankfort served to confirm my hopes 
that with internal peace, external pros- 


Several days spent 


perity would be restored, 

Thus while the admiring eyes of the 
worldare in the present day fixed on that 
hero of liberty, Garibaldi, the church of 
Christ has still greater cause with won- 
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der and delight to contemplate Jesus 
Christ, the ‘* Captain of our salvation.’’ 
Ile comes ** not as the conqueror comes,” 
but by the all subduing power of his 
precious gospel, He is fast vanquishing 
his enemies. 

Beloved brethren, shall we not aid Him 
in his purpose of love to the world? You 
have already done much to promote the 
Redeemer’s glory in Germany. Will 
you not continue to aid us by your 
prayers and gifts, which have already so 
greatly made us your debtors? What 
you do for the spiritual welfare of Ger- 
many, you do unto the Lord. And be- 
hold, soon Ue will come, and ‘* his reward 
will be with Him.”’ 


NINGPO MISSION, 


LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON, 


Interest in China. 

Ningpo, July 20.—China is, at pres- 
ent, attracting throughout the Christian 
world far more interest than it did a short 
time since. A great number of new mis- 
sionaries are pouring in, and ready to oc- 
cupy many of the new fields when the 
country is opened. But Baptists are not 
sending their due proportion. At Shang- 
hai the number of missionaries has more 
than doubled within a few months. 

All are waiting anxiously for the result 
of the expedition north. By the last 
news from the north, the fleet was lying 
in the gulf of Pichile, opposite Ta-ku, 
where the forces were repulsed last year. 
Operations were to commence on or about 
the 25th inst. Chusan is quiet, and in 
possession of the allies. There has been 
no fighting there. The people suffer, 
however, from the insolence and oppres- 
sion of the Romanists, both French and 
native. 

Baptisms and Inquirers at Chusan. 


The work of God in connection with 
our mission at Chusan, is progressing. 
The assistant Chu sends me very encour- 
aging accounts of the religious interest 
there. There are two or three who seem 
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to be proper candidates fur baptism, and 
there are several inquirers. Two were 
baptized there at the last communion, 
about two months since. 
Interest at Kinghwa. 

Dong Sin Sang also writes encoura 
ingly from Kinghwa. He meets with 
some opposition, but for the most part is 


> 


listened to respectfully, and a few are 
particularly interested. I trust that the 
country may svon be opened, that I may 
visit that field in person. . 

At Ningpo, two were baptized a month 
since. 

It isa truth that is not half realized 
by Christians as it should be, that Satan 


MISCE 


THE NESTORIAN MISSIONS. 


BY THE REV. DR. PERKINS. 

The Nestorian Christians are a small 
remnant of a once great, influential, and 
actively missionary church. They are 
the oldest of Christian sects, and in their 
prosperous days, were numerous through 
all the regions of Asia from Palestine to 
China, and in China itself. That they 
were numerous in China is well attested 
by historical inscriptions in that country 
in their own written character, the Syri- 
ac, on a solid stone tablet, which remains 
to this day. 

The history of this sect has been a va- 
ried one; sometimes, as under the toler- 
ant policy of the mighty Tartar conquer- 
or, Ghengis Khan, being raised to high 
places in the camp and at the court, while 
subsequently, as under the bloody mon- 
ster, Timour Lane, they were cut down 
and swept away, till scarce a vestige of 
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them remained, save in the fastnesses of | 


almost inaccessible mountains. 

The present remnant of that venerable 
church numbers only about 150,000 souls. 
Geographically, these Christians are sit- 
uated on the eastern borders of Turkey 
and the western borders of Persia, in the 
very heart of Mohammedan dominion, 
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is a terrible antagonist to the progress of 
God's kingdom here in his strong holds. 
May the Lord raise up a standard against 
that there were more agonizing prayer for 


him, when he comes in like a flood. 


missionaries and their work. 

The friends of missions have reason to 
rejoice and bless Ged that the treasury of 
the Union is able to show a balance in 
hand, instead of an embarrassing debt. 

Aug. 8.—I have just returned from 
Chusan. Two females were baptized, 
and one was excluded for opium smoking 
other faults. On the whole, the 
work there is quite encouraging. 


and 


Pray for us. 


LLAN Y. 


and right on the dividing line of the two 
great rival Mohammedan sects, the Soon- 
ites and Shiites. Their country, to be 
more definite, stretches from the ancient 
river Tigris, along the southern border of 
Northern Persia, more 
than three hundred miles ; and it extends 


Armenia, into 


south-eastward, along the Tigris, on the 
west, about the same distance, embracing 
the Assyrian mountains -and plains, as 
far as Mosul, or ancient Nineveh, on the 
south-west ; and on the east, it includes 
several of the most beautiful and fertile 
On the eastern boundary 
of their country is Lake Oroomiah, a 


Persian plains. 


noble sheet of salt water, ninety miles 
long and thirty miles broad. The Nesto- 
rian field, then, is one and continuous, 
though lying in two distinct empires— 
the eastern portions of it being in the 
north-western province of Modern Persia, 
which is ancient Media, and the western 
portions in the adjacent eastern province 
of Turkey, which 
Assyria. The latter is an exceedingly 
wild, mountainous region, inhabited by a 
yet wilder people, the Koords, of the 
Mohammedan faith, among whom, and 
in proximity to whom, many of the Nes- 
torian Christians dwell, till lately, and 
still, in some places, subject to lawless 


comprises ancient 


ar 
ne 
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extortion, and often, to violent plunder, 
from those redoubtable neighbors. The 
Nestorians betook themselves to those 
mountains, many centuries ago, as an asy- 
lum from deadly persecution, as was 
the case of the Waldenses, in similar cir- 
cumstances. They had less to fear, at 
some periods, when Mohammedan fanati- 
cism raged in Persia and Mesopotamia, 
from the wild Koords of those mountains, 
than from the more civilized inhabitants 
of the plains, on either side ; and espec- 
ially, as the Christian fugitives, by secur- 
ing some of the most central and roughest 
mountain districts, deemed nearly unten- 
antable, even by the Koords, have been 
able, from time immemorial, in general, 
to defy the approach of their Mohamme- 
dan persecutors, both near and distant. 
The Nestorians are sparsely scattered 
among the more numerous class, the Mo- 
hammedans, both on the sunny plains of 
Persia and in the wilds of Koordistan— 
standing in a relation to these Moham- 
medans, analogous to that of serfs, being 
cultivators of the soil and artisans in the 
more and mechanical 
They are thus spread over an 


common useful 
trades, 
area of some three hundred miles square, 
among willions of the followers of the 
False Prophet, with whom they are in 
daily and familiar intercourse. 

The origin of the Nestorians as a Chris- 
tian sect is matter of authentic church 
history: Nestorius, from whom they de- 
rive their name, was born and educated 
in Syria, where believers were first called 
Christians, and was made bishop of Con- 
stantinople in 428, A.D. The conspic- 
uousness of his station, his attempts to 
reform some popular superstitions, and 
perhaps his rashness in theological spec- 
ulation, made him a convenient mark for 
the envy and hostility of co-temporary 
bishops, particularly of his rival, the am- 
bitious Cyril of Alexandria. Summoned 
to a trial, Nestorius was deposed and 
excommunicated at the third general 
Council of the Christian church at Ephe- 
sus, in 431, A.D. A prominent charge, 


on which that Council, by ex parte man- 
agement, decreed his excommunication 
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and exile, was that he refused to apply 
to the Virgin Mary the idolatrous, if not 
blasphemous epithet, Mother of God. To 
this day his name and memory are often 
and vehemently anathematized by the 
Papal church, and other sects of oriental 
Christians, as the arch-heretic of all 
time ; and his followers are, by the same 


fallen churches, despised and detested as 
little Yet, for aught 
that appears, Nestorius may have been 
quite as orthodox, in any proper sense of 
that term, as his opponents and judges ; 
and his comparative purity, in the gen- 
eral corruption which then prevailed, 
may have been the real ground of the 
rigor with which he was treated. 

The cause of Nestorius being regarded 
as that of a persecuted man, rapidly 
gained adherents, till the sect became, as 
I have stated, a very numerous, influen- 
The 
comparatively simple, and almost Serip- 
tural character of this church, together 
with their missionary zeal, while the rest 
of Christendom was in a profound torpor, 
during much of the middle ages, has well 
earned for them the enviable epithet, that 
of the Protestants of Asia, which church- 
historians have long accorded to them. 
For example, they recognize the Bible, in 
theory at least, as the only authoritative 
rule of faith and practice, and reject all 
image and picture worship, the doctrine 
of purgatory, confession to priests, &e., 
with hearty indignation. The missiona- 
ries have thus, from the first, had a broad 
field of common ground with these fallen 


above heathen. 


tial, and active missionary church. 


Christians. 

The Nestorians number about one 
hundred and fifty thousand souls, and 
are sparsely scattered over the regions 
lying between the river Tigris on the 
west and lake Oroomiah on the east— 
a geographical area not far from three 
hundred miles long, in the direction thus 
indicated, and about two hundred miles 
wide from north to south—embracing, 
mostly, some of the most rugged moun- 
tain ranges of Koordistan, and many of 
their yet wilder tribes of the Mussulman 
faith, who are intermingled with and 
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surround the Nestorians ; and on the east, 
including several very beautiful and fer- 
tile Persian plains, the largest of which 
is the district of Oroomiah, the principal 
scene of our missionary labors as hitherto 
prosecuted. About one-third of the Nes- 
torians are thus found in Persia, and 
two-thirds in adjacent Turkish Kourd- 
istan. 

When we reached this field, more than 
twenty years ago, it was dark as the 
shadow of death. Education was at the 
lowest ebb among the nominal Christians, 
hardly a score of men among the whole 
people being in any good measure intelli- 
gent readers, and only a single female 
able to readatall. They had no printed 
books, and but very few copies of por- 
tions of the Bible in manuscript; and 
these in their ancient, and, to almost all 
of them, unknown tongue. Their spoken 
language, a modern dialect of the Syriac, 
deeper was their moral degradation, al- 
most every sin of the decalogue being 


had never been reduced to writing. 


greedily committed, without compunction 
or shame on detection. Yet they were 
perfectly accessible to us and our mission- 
ary labors, being far more simple and 
Scriptural in their religious doctrines and 
practices, and very far less bigoted in 
their feelings, than any other sect of 
Oriental Christians ; so much so, indeed, 
that the Nestorians, as we found them, 
were well entitled to the enviable epithet 
that had so long been awarded to them 
by Protestant Christendom, viz., the 
Protestants of Asia. 

Our efforts were, for several years, lim- 
ited to the Persian portion of our field, 
on account of the great insecurity to for- 
eigners in the wild regions of Koordistan 
—an obstacle more recently in great 
measure removed by the favorable politi- 
cal changes that have transpired in those 
remote parts of the Turkish Empire. The 
grateful changes which have taken place 
here—to some of which I will briefly al- 
lude, to remind you of what we have, 
with the Lord’s help, been enabled to do, 
are doing now, and desire to do—have 
been effected under the divine blessing on 
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the oral preaching of the gospel, as the 
first and paramount instrumentality, as 
we have ever profoundly regarded it, in- 
stituted by Giod for the conversion and 
salvation of men, in connection with the 
important auxiliaries of education and 
the press. From the outset we commenc- 
ed oral preaching, in our dwellings and 
school room in the first instance, as well 
as from house to house, as we had oppor- 
tunity, and by the way. After a few 
years, we were freely permitted, by the 
Nestorian ecclesiastics and their people, 
and even urged to enter their churches as 
heralds of the gospel. In those churches 
we have been allowed to proclaim Christ 
and Him crucified, for almost twenty 
years, to congregations varying from a 
score, or several scores, up to four hun- 
dred. 

Our efforts in education, at first quite 
limited, in their progress, have strikingly 
illustrated the import of the prophets 
challenge, ** Who hath despised the day 
of small things 

Qur male seminary was commenced in 
January, 1836, with seven small boys, in 
a cellar; and our female seminary, which 
has long been ander the care of Miss Fisk 
and Miss Rice, was begun with a less 
number of small girls, in no better place, 
in 

In the villages, we began with three 
village schools in the summer of 1836, 
which number gradually increased to 
sixty and seventy in these last years, in 
two-thirds as many villages, and contain- 


ing, 


as their maximum number, about 
1,300 pupils. 

Of the pupils of the male seminary, 
there have been forty-eight, now sixty, 
who are considered as regular graduates. 
Of these, forty two left the seminary 
hopefully pious. Forty-six others have 
been in the seminary one, two, or more 
years, but left it, or died before complet- 
ing their course. Of these, nineteen 
were hopefully pious. 


The number at 
present in the seminary is fifty-six, about 
thirty of whom (probably more) are 
hopefully pious—thus giving a total of 
those who have been connected with the 
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seminary, of a hundred and fifty, and of 
those who became hopefully pious, of 
ninety-one. Hardly any of them were 
pious when they entered the institution. 

There have been educated within our 
female seminary, ® hundred and_ three. 
Of these about sixty are hopefully pious. 
The present number of pupils is about 
forty ; of whom about thirty are hope- 
fully pious. There are only three or four 
individuals, of all who have left the 
school, and who had been in it as many 
as two years, Who are not now considered 
as pious. ‘The course of study and train- 
ing in these seminaries, has varied from 
fuur or five to eight or nine years, accord- 
ing to the age, attainments, and other 
circumstances of the pupils. 

Most of the pious young men who have 
left the male seminary, are now able 
preachers of the gospel, or very competent 
And the 
greater part of the pious graduates of 


teachers in our village schools, 


the female seminary became the faithful 
and eficient wives of these missionary 
helpers. 

Ten precious revivals, several of them 
very marked and powerful visitations of 
grace, have oceurred in our male semi- 
nary during the period under review, 
and several other seasons of special quick- 
ening; and eight similar visitations of 
merey have been enjoyed in the female 
Mt minary. Never, probably, were two 
institutions more emphatically honored 
Hleaven, in the cause of 
The Eng- 
lish language has been taught but little 
The 
sible, in the native language, has been 
the principal text-book used in them, 
though not to the exclusion of other use- 


and blessed of 
Christ, on missionary ground, 


at any time in these seminaries, 


ful branches of education, The pupils 
have, in fact, formed daily congregations 
for the most eflective preaching of the 
gospel. 

Under the influence of these semina- 
ries and our village schools, the number 
of intelligent Nestorian readers, on this 
side of the mountains, has gradually in- 
creased from the score or so of indifferent 
ones Whom we found in the country, to 
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as many hundreds, there being now not 
much, if any, less than three thousand 
readers, many of whom read their Bibles 
daily at family worship in their dwell- 
ings, and far more study and recite from 
them in Sabbath schools on the Sab- 
bath. 

Many children have entered our village 
schools, and after a time dropped off be- 
fure becoming good readers. Some have 
become good readers ; but by laying aside 
their books for a time, when they become 
old enough to labor, have forgotten much 
that they had learned. These last named, 
and many of the others, are now being 
gathered into Sabbath schools, and are 
there rapidly recovering what they had 
lost. 

The agency of our press has of course 
heen indispensable to furnish reading 
matter in a language which had never 
been reduced to writing when we reached 
the field. It here with Mr. 
Breath, and was put in operation in 
140. 
the joy of the Nestorians when that in- 


arrived 
It is quite impossible to describe 


strument of mercy and of power reached 
them, the scope and extent of whose be- 
neficent influence they then so little com- 
prehended, 

The entire Bible has been translated, 
and printed in both the ancient and the 
modern languages, in parallel columns. 
A separate edition of the New Testament 
has been printed in the modern Syriac, 
and we are now beginning to print the 
Old Testament in the modern language, 
with references on the margin. The gos- 
pels, and smaller portions of the New 
The 
noble, ancient Syriac must always be the 


Testament, have also been printed. 


classical language of the Nestorians, 
which is the reason of our publishing the 
Scriptures in that language. And the 
excellent Peschito must not be lost sight 
of, though our translation of the Old Tes- 
tament is made from the original Hebrew. 
The references, as we are now printing 
them, will be particularly valuable to the 
Nestorians, who are very fond of studying 
the Bible and have no Concordance. 
The expense of printing the Scriptures 
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has been defrayed by the American Bible 
Society. 

We have published many other good 
books for the Nestorians. We have 


translated and printed with the funds of 


the American Tract Society, the Dairy- 
man’s Daughter, the Young Cottager, 
the Shepherd of Salisbury Plain, Bun- 
yan's Pilgrim’s Progress, Baxter's Saints’ 
Rest, Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, 
Scripture Facts, a volume entitled Green 
Pastures for the Lord’s Flock, the Three- 
fold Cord, Barth’s Church History, the 
Scripture Manual, and several original 
tracts prepared by members of the mis- 
sion on practical subjects, viz., Repent- 
ance, Faith, the New Birth, the Sabbath, 
Intemperance, &ec., and also, Scripture 
Question Books. 

At the expense of the Board, we have 
published repeated editions of a hymn- 
book, at present containing more than 
two hundred of the sweetest and most 
evangelical hymns in our language, and 
several school-books; as spelling-books, 
geographies, arithmetics, an elaborate 
Geography of Sacred History, prepared 
by Mr. Cochran (making Coleman's the 
basis) ; and recently, an excellent course 
of theological lectures, left in manuscript 
by the lamented Mr. Stoddart. 

We have also, for more than seven 
years, published a small monthly period- 
ical, entitled The Rays of Light, contain- 
ing, in a brief form, the several depart- 
ments of religion, education, science, mis- 
sionary intelligence, juvenile matter, mis- 
cellanies and poetry. 
useful in our schools and among the peo- 
ple. 

Our printing, exclusive of this periodi- 
cal, amounts in all to 70,000 copies (vol- 
uimes), and 16,000,000 pages. We have 
thus, by the Divine blessing, been enabled 
to give to the Nestorians an invaluable 
Christian literature, though still so lim- 
ited, in a language unwritten when we 
reached this country. 

Our medical brother has, from year to 
year, given his stated hour daily (often 
redeemed with difficulty from other press- 
ing duties) to the sick at the dispensary, 


This has been very 
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with very beneficial moral effect on all 
classes who resort thither, and affording 
them incalculable bodily relief. 

These various means, but first of all 
and above all, the oral preaching of the 
gospel, have wonderfully changed the 
face of our field, particularly the Persian 
part of it, where our labors have been 
mostly performed. There have been pre- 
cious revivals of religion in villages as 
well as in our seminaries. Light and 
intelligence have rapidly increased, and 
superstitious practices have as rapidly 
disappeared. Hundreds of pious Nesto- 
rians, many of them influential ecclesias- 
tics, are now scattered among the people. 
In many villages, there are ten, twelve, 
or more pious persons, walking in the 
love of the truth and the order of the 
gospel, exerting a strong influence on the 
population of such villages, and forming 
very bright and fragrant oases over the 
face of this morally parched but beautiful 
land. Our labors now partake very 
largely of the joy of harvest, and such, 
we anticipate, will be the case in a rap- 
idly increasing progress, 

We have not, as yet, formed separate 
churches in name; but for the last two 
and a half years, we have admitted pious 
Nestorians to communion with our mis- 
sion church, as they have desired it, on 
careful personal examination of each in- 
dividual thus admitted—an ordeal which 
is virtually tantamount to publicly pro- 
fessing religion in America. About two 
hundred have already communed with the 
mission in this way, and the number is 
rapidly increasing. Probably from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred more, 
among the whole people, are worthy of a 
place at the Lord’s table. This quiet 
method is successfully working out the 
problem of the separation of the precious 
from the vile, in this land of intolerance, 
in a searching and effectual manner, and 
at the same time doing much, by the 
power of example, to rebuke and reform 
the flagrant abuses in the observance of 
this sacred ordinance, as practised in the 
native churches. 

The whole number admitted, to the 
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present time, is nearly 300. They reside 
in all parts of the plain of Oroomiah, and 
in the neighboring districts, and are 
working, we trust, as good leaven among 
the mass of the people. 
this occasion was large, filling our chapel 


The assembly on 


to its utmost capacity. Many of those 
from a distance passed several nights on 
our premises, 80 that for some days our 
houses and yards were thronged. We 
aim to make these gatherings, as far as 
possible, seasons of spiritual refreshment 
to the native brethren, and such they ap- 
pear to be. 

Our department of native preachers 
and helpers is becoming one of the most 
important parts (perhaps the most im- 
portant) in our system of labors. Dur- 
ing the past year, we have employed 
about sixty such helpers, a few of whom 
have been more or less employed in teach- 
ing in the villages ; but this number by 
no means includes the mass of our village 
teachers. Some have itinerated, and 
many of them have labored as local 
preachers, Our seminary is furnishing 
a goodly host of such preachers, at once 
pious, able, devoted and self-denying. 
Many of them possess not a little of the 
unction and holy impress of the sainted 
Stoddart, their greatly revered teacher. 
This is both an effective and economical 
missionary agency. Ten competent na- 
tive preachers can be supported for the 
sum which it costs, with rigid economy, 
to support a single missionary and his 
family in this field. And that number 
ean perform at least thrice the work of 
one missionary, if properly superintended. 

Our field is now emphatically white, 
and a plenteous harvest must at once be 
gathered or left to fall into the ground— 
a harvest that is yet to tell gloriously on 
the salvation of surrounding millions in 
these ancient and venerable, but now be- 
nighted lands. It has ever been a matter 
of fond anticipation with us, to see the 
Nesturians a missionary people, emulat- 
ing the bright example of their ancestors, 
in zealously and courageously carrying 
the gespel to distant lands. Their cen- 
tra] position, and many of their natural 
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traits, admirably qualify them for that 
high agency, when baptized by the Spirit 
of God. The prospect brightens yearly 
as our labors advance, and well may we 
and the churches long, and pray, and 
labor for the speedy coming of that bless- 
ed cay.— News of the Churches. 


MISSIONS IN SYRIA. 


When the missionaries of the American 
Board began their work in Syria, they 
found that the great body both of the 
clergy and people, were in a state of la- 
mentable ignorance. The Bible was al- 
most unknown, and there was no Chris- 
tian literature. One of their very first 
efforts was to supply this great want. 
Bibles were obtained from the ‘ British 
and Foreign Bible Society,’’ a society 
which, more than any other (perhaps I 
might say than all the others) in our 
country, has served to diffuse blessings 
over the wide, wide world. A printing- 
press was set up at Malta, and in 1826 
the Rev. Eli Smith was sent out from 
America to superintend its operations. 
Mr. Smith proceeded to Egypt to study 
the Arabic language, and from thence he 
crossed the desert to Palestine in the be- 
ginning of 1827. He was accompanied 
by three missionaries of the English 
church, one of whom was the Rev. Sam- 
uel Gobat, now Anglican bishop of Jeru- 
Shortly after Mr. Smith’s arrival 
at Beyrout, some idea of the mission's 
success may be derived from the fact, that 
all its members were publicly anathema- 
tized by the Maronite Patriarch. Dur- 
ing the summer of the same year, one of 
the missionaries took up his abode in the 
The day 
after his arrival a priest appeared, and, 
looking in at an open window into the 
room where the missionary and his family 
were seated, he pronounced the following 
awful curse, by express command of the 
Patriarch, against those who had rented 
their house to the Bible man: ‘+ Let them 
be accursed, and cut off from all Chris- 
tian communion; let the curse envelop 


salem. 


house of a native in Lebanon. 
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them as a robe, and spread through all 
their members like oil, and break them 
in pieces like a potter's vessel, and wither 
them like the fig tree, cursed by the mouth 
of the Lord; let the evil angel rule over 
them, to torment them day and night, 
asleep and awake : let them be avoided as 
a putrid member, aud as hellish dragons.”’ 
This curse is worthy of the palmiest days 
of Popery ; and it proves that his ** Holi- 
ness,’’ the Maronite Patriarch, had stu- 
died to advantage in the halls of the 
Propaganda. 

Among the earliest fruits of the Syrian 
Mission, were two bishops and a priest 
of the Armenian church. 
were afterwards useful as assistants in 


These men 


missionary labor, and some members of 


their families still occupy prominent po- 
sitions as Protestant teachers. They were 
also the means, under God, of directing 
the attention of the American Board to 
the Armenians, among whom such a no- 
ble work has since been effected. Among 
those into whose hands copies of the Bible 
now fell, was a young man of a good 
family in Lebanon, called Favres-es-She- 
diak. He read the sacred book, and the 
Spirit of God unfolded to him its saving 
truths. Like Luther, he could not keep 
them hid. He attempted to instruct his 
brethren; but this brought down upon 
him the rage of the clergy. The Patri- 
arch sent for him, and first tried to rea- 
In this, however, he was 
overcome. Then he threatened ; but 
the noble youth feared God more than 


son with him. 


man. 
the dark vaults of the convent of Kanobin, 
and fed him for a time on a daily morsel 
of bread, scarcely sufficient to sustain 
life. Even thisdid not conquer the faith 
of the true disciple of Jesus. The brutal 
Patriarch eventually resolved to get rid 
of him, and starved him to death in his 
dungeon! Is the Lord now avenging his 
martyred saint in the thousands of Ma- 
ronites who are slaughtered along the 
sides of Lebanon? 

In the year 1833, the American Mission 
press was removed from Malta to Bey- 
rout, and its staff considerably augment- 


Ile then imprisoned him in one of 
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land open to them, and Mr. Smith was 


The missionaries now saw the whole 


commissioned to explore the interior with 
a view to the future occupation of the 
most promising localities. The informa- 
tion he collected during these journeys 
has since been of great advantage to the 
missionary cause, and has also served 
vastly to increase our knowledge of the 
sacred geography of the country. Schools 
were established at Beyrout. Free in- 
struction was given in elementary braneh- 
es of education, and in the English lan- 
guage to all who desired to enter them. 
These advantages, which had never been 
enjoyed in the country before, soon began 
to be appreciated by the youth of the 
town. It is to be regretted, however, 
that many of those trained in them, while 
they were able to perceive the degrading 
Superstitions and rites of their own 
churches, could not or would not appre- 
hend that pure spiritual faith offered to 
them in their stead, and consequently 
It is probable that 
intercourse with French residents may 


lapsed into infidelity. 


have had much to do with this melancholy 
defection. 

By a preached gospel, by missionary 
tours, by the circulation of the word of 
God, by the translation and publication 
of books and tracts, and by the establish- 
ment of schools, the American missiona- 
ries prepared the way for a great work of 
Yet, 
until the year 1840, their visible success 


enlightenment and evangelization. 


was comparatively small, and was contin- 
ed almost exclusively to the town and 
neighborhood of Beyrout. The opera- 
tions at Jerusalem had never been very 
successful, and as societies connected with 
the church of England now occupied that 
city in considerable force, the station was 
finally abandoned by the Americans. 
During this year Syria was again plunged 
in the horrors of war, and all missionary 
work suspended. The Egyptians were 
driven out by English troops, and the 
whole country thus brought back under 
the weak, crafty, corrupt, and ruinous 
rule of Turkey. 
ment was not at first much felt by the 


The change in govern- 
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Beyrout missionaries, owing to the tal- 
ents and energy of the English consul- 
general, now the distinguished command- 
er-in-chief in India. But as time wore 
on, and the operations of the mission ex- 
tended to distant towns and villages, both 
the weakness and the opposition of the 
Turkish authorities proved serious hind- 
rances. Although, by the blessing of 
God, the mission greatly prospered, and 
though, by the influence of our ambassa- 
dor at the Porte, great concessions were 
obtained in favor of native Protestants, 
yet the political state of Syria gradually 
grew worse and worse, until it resulted 
in those massacres which have roused the 
Christian nations of Europe to a new cra- 
sade, 

Under the management of Dr. Smith, 
the Beyrout press became one of the most 
important, agencies for the propagation 
of Christianity. His accurate knowledge 
of classical Arabic, and his exquisite taste 
in the choice of type, effected a great im- 
provement in the style and execution of 
the works issued, and rendered them more 
acceptable to scrupulous Arab savans, 
In addition to purely religious works, an 
ext llent series of schoul-books, based 
upon Seriptural principles, was prepared 
and printed; and these gradually found 
their way into very many of the native 
schools, giving education a new stimulus 
and a new direction. Another work of 
vast importance was also commenced, and 
has since been slowly progressing ; this 
was the of the 


Bible 
Arabic. The version hitherto in use is 


translation into 


It was 
made at Rome in the year 1671, from the 


neither accurate nor elegant. 


Latin Vulgate, and was published by the 
Propaganda, under the editorial care of 
For 
the production of an aceurate and accept- 


the Romish bishop of Damascus, 


able translation of the Scriptures, the late 
Mr. Smith possessed many and rare qual- 
ifications. He was a profound scholar, 
and was especially distinguished in the 
science of Biblical criticism. As a lin- 
guist he had few equals. Not only had 
he mastered all the minutixwe of Arabic 


grammar, but he had so thoroughly ac- 
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quired the idiom, that his conversation 
could not be distinguished from that of a 
highly educated native. It is greatly to 
be regretted that he found an early grave 
in the land of his labors, ere his great 
work was completed ; but another Arabic 
scholar, of high attainments, the Rev. 
Dr. Van Dyck, has succeeded to his post, 
and the translation is approaching com- 
pletion. So great has been the demand 
for the books and tracts issued at Bey- 
rout, that now for about ten years a 
steam press has been kept in constant 
operation. In the year 1856, no less than 
1,449,200 pages were printed, of which 
192,000 were pages of Scripture. Dur- 
ing the same year, 3,823 volumes were 
hound, and 7,918 copies of books and 
tracts were issued to various missionary 
stations, besides those distributed at and 
around Beyrout. In fact, the Beyrout 
mission has the distinguished honor of 
creating a religious Arabie literature.— 
News of the Churches. 


MISSIONS TO SOUTH AFRICA. 


The missions to the native tribes, includ- 
ed in the following sketch, were under- 
taken in the face of difficulties and dangers 
which nothing but the love of Christ and 
the love of souls could have induced the 
dauntless and self-denying founders to 
encounter. ‘The degraded and abject con- 
dition of the aborigines was not the most 
formidable obstacle to their progress. 
By labor and patience mingled with 
love, under God's blessing they succeeded 
in taming the wild Bushman and in lead- 
ing him to the feet of Jesus, clothed and 
in his right mind ; but their very success 
aroused the bitterest hostility of the 
Dutch colonists, who felt that the prog- 
ress of civilization and Christianity must 
be fatal to the cruel oppression which 
they inflicted on the natives ; and to grat- 
ify the injustice and rapacity of the 
Boers, the first mission in the colony was 
destroyed under the authority of the 
But both among the 
Bushmen and the Namaquas, the influ- 


English Governor. 
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ence of the gospel was omnipotent ; and 
the most debased and brutal were not 
only elevated to the dignity of men, and 
to the enjoyments of social life, * but 
they were washed, but they were sanc- 
tified, but they were justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God.’? Among the most distin- 
guished converts was Africaner, a blood- 
thirsty savage, whose very name struck 
terror in the hearts of thousands, but 
who became a sincere and gentle follower 
of Christ, and nobly ‘* preached the faith 
which once he destroyed.”’ 


The first field of missionary efforts 
undertaken by the London Missionary 


Society in Southern Africa, in order of 


time, is the mission to the Bushmen. 
This mission was commenced in 1799, 
in obedience to what appeared to bea 
special call in Divine Providence. The 
enterprise throughout was difficult and 
perilous. After travelling over a dreary 
pathless country for more than three 
weeks, Messrs. Kicherer, Edwards and 
Kramer reached the last abode of civil- 
ized men; and continuing their toilsome 
journey northwards, traversed for seven 
successive days a sterile, rocky desert, 
destitute of grass, and unenlivened by the 
appearance of a single human being. 
This was the Bushman’s country ; and 
reaching two fountains near Zak River 
about 400 miles from Cape Town, the 
missionaries halted, built a hut of reeds, 
and endeavored, by trifling presents, to 
inspire confidence in the few Bushmen 
who ventured near them. 
rance of evrything, even remotely con- 
nected with religion, and their abject 


Their igno- 


wretchedness, excited sincerest commiser- 
ation ; while their quickness, shrewdness, 
and other natural qualities, manifested 
capabilities for something better than a 
resort to the inaccessible mountain fast- 
nesses for shelter, the cavern, or fissure of 
a rock fora home, and a ceascless vigi- 
lance to elude the white man’s shot, as a 
means of preserving life; they seemed, 
indeed, capable of something beyond 
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lions,* in pursuit of the precarious means 
of subsistence which the chase might 
afford. 

Some of the chiefs assigned as a rea- 
son for encouraging the Bushmen, ** that 
they kept the lions at a distance.”’ 

The mental and moral condition of the 
Bushmen was perhaps the lowest among 
the aboriginal tribes of South Africa, 
yet they have often shown themselves 
sensible of favors and worthy of confi- 
dence, while in their unreserved inter- 
course with those who gained their con- 
fidence they have manifested clearness of 
intellect, and correctness and kindliness 
of feeling which have shown their identi- 
ty, in all but circumstances, with the 
more favored portions of markind. Be- 
sides the Bushmen, numbers of Hotten- 
tots and others resorted to the station, 
some of whom appeared to be deeply and 
sivingly impressed by the truths which 
the missionaries taugat. In 1803 Mr. 
Kicherer visited Europe, bringing with 
African Christians, Mary, 
John. Their 
Christian spirit and demeanor during 


him three 
Martha, and intelligent 
their sojourn in this country and Holland, 
silenced all objections arising from the 
alleged incapacity of the Hottentots, and 
afforded encouragement to the 
friends of missions. When Mr. Kicherer 
returned in 1805, it was found that the 
extreme difficulty of obtaining the means 


much 


of subsistence, the quarrels among the 
native tribes, and other causes, had ren- 
dered the labors of Mr. Kramer and the 
devoted Dutch brethren had re- 
mained at the stations unproductive of 


who 


good to the Bushmen, and the Hottentots 
followed Mr. Kicherer to Graaf Reinet, 
where he had been appointed minister of 


the Dutch church. Here he provided 


*The Bushmen frequently spoke to the 
missionaries of themselves as the broth- 
ers of the lions, and seemed to understand 
the import of the different kinds of roar- 
ing heard of an evening in the trackless 
desert, viz., whether it was the roaring of the 
hungry beast in search of prey, or a sort of 
curfew-knell, indicatiug his retreat to his 


companionship, often conflicting with the | lair. 
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for the converts means of support, and 
continued to promote their spiritual ben- 
efit. 


The next effort of the Society on behalf 


of the Bushmen was made in 1Is814, when 
Mr. Smith and a native assistant removed 
toa part of their country near what is 
now Colesberg, and commenced their la- 
bors at Thornberg, and two years after- 
wards at a place nearer the Great Orange 
River, which they called Hephzibah. The 
Bustimen welcomed them with gladness, 
gathered together in great numbers, es- 
pecially at Hephzibah, where, within a 
month after the arrival of the missionary, 
nearly 100) Bushmen visited the place. 
Numbers not only assisted to build places 
for public worship and mission dwellings, 
but cleared and cultivated the ground, 
to 
About 1,700 connected themselves with 


and began build) themselves houses. 
these two stations, and large numbers at- 
tended the schools and religious services 
with apparent spiritual benefit, a number 
of Bushmen, including one of their chiefs, 
being publicly baptized. The change at 
these stations was, according to the testi- 
mony of travellers, traders, clergymen, 
and missionaries, one of the most remark- 
able ever witnessed among that people. 
During this period, no thefts were com- 
mitted by any Bushmen within or near 
the borders of the colony, and this pro- 
seribed race, seemed to be rapidly becom- 
ing a settled, improved, and useful por- 
tion of the community. But there were 
Boers who coveted their fountains, their 
lands, and their unrequited services, The 


missions were obstacles in the way of 


these Boers ; they complained to the au- 
thorities; and though neither missiona- 
ries nor people were charged with any 
offence, Lord Charles Somerset, whose 
administration was perhaps the greatest 
evil inflicted by the British government 
upon the colored races of South Africa, 
peremptorily ordered the missionaries to 
return within the limits of the colony. 
One of them pleaded earnestly for per- 
mission to return for a short period ; but 
Lord Charles repeated the order to re- 
move, and the only ronson assigned was 
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that ‘* these institutions were detrimental 
to the colony.’? The grief of the peo- 
ple was great, and justly so: ‘on the 
part of their oppressors there was power, 
but they had no helper.”’ A few years 
afterwards a Boer and a freed slave occu- 


The Bush- 


men’s gardens had become the Boers’ 


pied the missionary’s house. 


ploughed corn-lands; the flocks of the 
Loers grazed their pastures and drank at 
their fountains; and the Bushman, de- 
prived of the protection which the moral 
influence of the missionaries’ presence had 
bestowed, preferred the rocky defile and 
the mountain crag to subjection to the 
men whose greed had proved so fatal to 
his race. The portioning out, a few 
years afterwards, of the whole of this 
part of the country, from the boundary 
of the colony to the Orange River, as 
farms for the Boers, explained why the 
missionary institutions had been deemed 
detrimental to the colony. Though the 
Society has never since been able to form 
a mission to the Bushmen, nevertheless, 
in connection with the Griquas, the Hot- 
tentots at Kat River, and among the 
Namaquas and the Bechuanas, out-sta- 
tions have been formed for the Bushmen, 
among whom some deeply affecting in- 
stances of spiritual good have been wit- 
nessed. 
The Namaquas. 

Intimately connected with the mission 
to the Bushmen, was that to the Nama- 
quas and Corannas, whose country lies 
to the north and west of the colony, and 
chiefly beyond the Orange River. This 
work was prosecuted chiefly by Dutch 
and German missionaries, who proved, 
with one or two exceptions, faithful and 
devoted men. It was, like that to the 
Bushmen, attended with great privation 
and extreme peril, and by the Divine fa- 
vor with instances of marvellous success, 
The two excellent brothers, Albrecht, set 
out from Cape Town for Great Namaqua- 
land in 1805, and after eight months of 
weariness, hunger, and danger, reached 
two fountains, one of which they called 
Silent Hope and the other Happy Deliy- 
erance. Shortly afterwards they removed 
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to another fountain, which, on account 
of the temperature of its waters, they 
called Warm Bath. It is difficult to im- 


agine the arid, desolate, barren, rocky | 


surface, which this part of Africa pre- 
sents. The migratory tribes that removed 


from fountain to fountain to find grass | 


for their cattle were as ignorant and spir- 
itually necessitous as the Bushmen.— 
Among these wandering tribes the Al- 
brechts labored with perseverance, fidel- 
ity, and much suffering, cheered by in- 
stances of the Divine blessing attending 
their effurts. In 1807 they baptized their 
first converts, and in the next year fol- 
lowed to the grave the first native of 
Namaqualand who had died in the faith. 
In 1810, Mr. Abraham Albrecht died ; 
his brother and afflicted widow had scarce- 
ly recovered from their loss when Afri- 


caner, a noted robber chief, whose name | 


spread terror through the colony, and the 
adjacent regions, and whose kraal was 
not far from their settlement, offended 
with some of the people of Warm Bath, 
who had assisted his enemies, threatened 
the station. This filled the mission fam- 
ilies with dismay; they dug holes in the 
ground, six feet deep, in which the wives 
of the missionaries were concealed, to 
prevent their being shot down during the 
dreaded assault. At length, worn out 
with hunger, they fled to the colony, 
after which their settlement was plun- 
dered by Africaner and reduced to ashes. 
In 1812, Mr. Albrecht and some mission- 
aries from Europe resumed their labors 
among the Namaquas south of the Or- 
ange River. Mr. Campbell, at that time 
travelling through the country on his re- 
turn from Latakoo, wrote a kind letter to 
Africaner commending the missionaries 
to his friendly regard. The chief, grati- 
fied with the letter, expressed to Mr. Al- 
brecht, who spent four days at his village 
preaching to his people, his desire to be 
instructed. He welcomed Mr. Ebner, 
who went to reside at his village, and be- 
came a truly converted man. The visit 
to Africaner was among the latest labors 
of Mr. Albrecht’s life. He died in peace 
in 1815. Mr. Moffat reached Africaner's 
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kraal in 1818, and under his influence 
the Christian excellencies developed in 
the character of this extraordinary man, 
caused the great change he had experi- 
enced to appear one of the most marvel- 
lous events that had occurred in that part 
of Africa. The land had rest, long un- 
broken rest, and the bloody-handed han- 
dit, changed by the power of the Holy 
arbiter of ypoace 
throughout the surrounding region, a 


Spirit, became an 


preacher of righteousness, and a humble, 
exemplary follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He died in 1823, cheered to his 
latest hours by the hopes of the gospel of 
Christ. Most of the other missionaries 
were removed; but Mr. Schmelen. who 
had arrived in 1812, still continued his 
efforts; he translated the gospels into 
the Namaqua tongue, which Isso 
were printed and weleomed by the people, 
among whom this faithful and patient 


in 


man labored till his death, which occurred 
in 1848, after having spent thirty-seven 
years in the Namaqua country. Mission- 
aries from the Rhenish Society had been 
associated with him during the latter 
years of his life; and the Wesleyan Soci- 
ety having also sent missionaries to that 
country, the London Society directed its 
efforts to the eastern and northern re- 
gions.— Lond, Miss. Chron. 
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DUTY OF THE CHURCH TO STRENGTIH- 
EN AND EXTEND MISSIONS TO TilE 
HEATHEN, 

All thoughtful men, religious and irre- 
ligious, are beginning to regard Christian 
missions with increased interest. Like 
every other great moral movement, it 
was feeble and despised at the beginning, 
but it has acquired momentum in its 
progress, and is now sweeping away ob- 
stacles in its path, and commanding the 
attention of the world. 


Our growing acquaintance with foreign 
lands, arising mainly out of the extension 
of our commerce, and much that has ap- 
peared of late in our daily literature as 
to the condition of the great cities of Chi- 
na, have made us feel the awful truth of 
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that Scripture which informs us, that 
wherever the light of God's Word has 
not shone, such places are full of cruelty. 

Nothing could be more instructive than 
what has recently taken place in India. 
The awful mutiny of a brahmin army, 
which cast its gloom over an empire, and 
brought sadness to many a home, must 
have suggested, to every meditative man, 
thoughts of neglected duties ; and while 
it revealed the dark and hideous features 
of heathenism, it has furnished the most 
satisfactory evidences of the faith and 
And 
while the attention of men, generally, 


constancy of our Hindu converts. 


has been directed to the elevation of these 
debased portions of our world-family, 
there are many things which indicate a 
growing sense of responsibility in the 
church of God, Of these, perhaps the 
most remarkable is the changed tone of 
our missionary meetings. Representa- 
tions and modes of appeal which were 
current a few years ago, would not be 
tolerated now. There may be less of ex- 
citement, but there is a desire to obtain 
full and accurate information. Any one 
who will state fully the actual condition 
of any mission field, may confidently ex- 
pect an attentive audience. Meanwhile, 
a conviction has gained ground that we 
ought to increase the number of our mis- 
sionaries. Our brethren in distant lands, 
with mingled entreaty and appeal, im- 
plore further help; and it is more than 
probable that future chureh historians 
will mark the present day as a time when 
missions to the heathen were considerably 
strengthened and extended. 

At such a time it may not be without 
its uses to inquire most patiently whether 
the reasonable expectations of those hon- 
ored men who founded these Societies 
have been realized, and what are the 
grounds upon which we propose to extend 
them? 

Notwithstanding all the difficulties 
which must ever encumber the outset of 
such a work, the results are greater and 
more substantial than could reasonably 


have been expected. We may have be- 


come familiar with these things; but let 
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us remember that godly men are ever re- 
turning from their distant spheres of la- 
hor in the wilds of that uncultivated 
heathendom, each telling his own won- 
derful narrative of difficulty, patience, 
and triumph; cne and all summing up, 
in the words of those who had been simi- 
larly engaged, ‘* The Gentiles have been 
made obedient in word and in deed by 
mighty signs and wonders, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost.”’ 

Now it is past all dispute or contradic- 
tion, that in the Southern Pacific there 
are about two hundred islands, where, at 
the commencement of the present century, 
there was the most revolting savageism, 
now inhabited by a partially civilized and 
a Christianized population. It may be 
convenient for the opponents of Christian 
missions, who so long predicted failure, 
to endeavor to forget the condition of 
these people when these islands were first 
occupied ; but this is impossible; for if 
we sail a few leagues further west, we 
have many islands yet inhabited by tribes 
so fierce and cruel, that no European 
dares to tread their shores. 

Nor is it possible to question the reality 
or the greatness of the work which has 
As we approach these heau- 
tiful islands, villages are seen sheltered 
in their tropical vegetation; sanctuaries 
stand on their hill sides, where, on the 
return of the day of rest, old and young 
meet to worship God ; their language has 


been done. 


heen reduced to writing ; the blessings of 
education have been widely diffused ; they 
have the Bible in their own tongue, and 
a literature which they know how to 
value ; very many are able to read and to 
write; men from among themselves, pos- 
sessing the requisite qualifications, have 
been selected as their ministers and pas- 
tors; habits of industry have been im- 
planted, and comparative wealth has fol- 
lowed; they sustain their own teachers, 
and, in some cases, contribute to the funds 
of the Societies which first sent them the 
Word of God. As the Culdees, the wor- 
shippers of God, travelled through the 
northern part of Britain, and turned its 
idolatrous population to the worship of 
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Jehovah ; so devout men from these com- 
munities are going to other islands, tell- 
ing the story of the Lotu, the blessed gos- 
pel which they have received ; and what 
Iona and Lindisfarne, in olden time, were 
to Ireland and Scotland, Rarotonga and 
Upolu are now to the islands of the South- 
ern Ocean. 

In dwelling upon there results, let us 
not forget that these transformations from 
savage to civilized life have never been 
made by any other means. The history 
of the world does not present a case where 
a nation has been lifted from this low 
level, simply by intercourse with more 
cultivated tribes, by commerce, or even 
by education, apart from Christianity. 

Similar statements may be made with 
respect to the tribes which inhabit the 
southern part of the continent of Africa. 
Within the colony there are twenty mis- 
sionary settlements belonging to the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, and fourteen out 
of this number sustain the ordinances of 
religion among themselves, while the 
other settlements are steadily advancing 
towards self-support. Beyond the boun- 
daries of the colony, the native commu- 
nities, with one or two exceptions, yet 
need the help of European Christians. 

In order to estimate the greatness of 
the work which has been accomplished, 
we must remember the condition of these 
tribes, when such men as Vanderkemp 
and Philip and Moffat first settled among 
them, and the confident snecr of the age, 
that however well intentioned these weak- 
minded men might be, the Hottentot and 
Kaffir could not be civilized. These 
missionary settlements are now important 
centres of civilization. The homesteads 
of these once despised savages, now stand 
surrounded with their orchard trees and 
cultivated lands. These people are rich 
in flocks and herds. They are sending 
their wool and other products to our own 
markets, and receiving our manufactured 
goods in return. Where, a little while 
ago, there were only the orgies of savage 
life, there are now the gentle virtues of a 
Christlike life. These Christian commu- 
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nities have recently formed an association 
of self-sustained Christian churches, for 
mutual support, to render assistance to 
the weaker settlements, and to spread 
Christianity around them. Eliot, the 
apostle of the North American Indians, 
wrote on the last leaf of his Indian gram- 
mar, ** If any future traveller, passing 
through these wilds, should inquire by 
what power these fourteen towns have 
built 
know that prayer, with painstaking, ac- 
will ee- 


heen in the wilderness, let lim 
companied with God's blessing, 
And il 


complish anything.”’ any 
should inquire by what power these 


one 
twenty settlements have been founded in 
these wilds of South Africa, we can only 
offer a similar reply. Without adverting 
to the 
labors of modern missionaries in the West 


results which have followed the 


Indies, Madagascar, India, and China, 
the most weighty lessons of instruction 
The 


blessing of God manifestly rests upon 


may be gathered from these facts. 


The seal of Heaven is set 
The 
publication of these results has been an 


these labors. 
upon these sacrifices and these toils. 


incalculable blessing in the church ol 
God. 
eflect which narratives of labor, and sell- 


It is not possible to estimate the 


sacrifice, and triumph on the part of the 
missionary, and narratives of the faith 
and constancy, and heroism even in death, 
on the part of native converts, have pro- 
duced in the church of Christ. The noble 
testimony for Christ of the eighteen mar- 
tyrs on the top of the rock in Madagascar, 
and the narrative of Gopenath Nundy, 
are now the heritage of the church, and 
will probably be told, ages hence, as we 
tell the story of the death of Polycarp, or 
the death of Ann Askew. 

With such results there can be no 
doubt as to our duty. We shall sin 
grievously if we do not strengthen and 
extend our missions. Some must give 
themselves, health and life, and all that 
they have ; and others must sustain them 
generously, as brethren who hazard their 
lives for the sake of the Lord Jesus.— 
Lond. Miss. Chron. 
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HEATHEN CUSTOMS. 

Many in Christian lands seem to think 
that the religious tortures connected with 
heathenism have passed away from India, 
and that the people have learned to dis- 
countenance every thing of the kind. 
This is a great error. This land is as 
full of the habitations of cruelty us ever 
it was. Were it not for the strong hand 
of the law, all the forms of religious tor- 
ture would be inflicted all over the land 
as in former times.  Hook-swinging, 
self-immolation before the car of Jugger- 
naut, and kindred scenes would be re- 
be sacrificed ; 
to the 
crocodiles, and widows would ascend the 


enacted, children would 


mothers would cast their babes 


funeral pyre with the corpses of their 
husbands. It is only by a vigilant en- 
forcement of law that these cruelties are 
suppressed ; and even now they are enact- 
ed in opposition to law. 

Our latest papers ¢ mtain an account 
of a suttee (burning of a widow) which 
has just taken place in the Lucknow dis- 
trict. ** An old man named Kyrathec, 
died at the village of Husseinpore, on the 


Ilis 


old wife, living at Hydergurh, hearing 


instant, after one day's illness. 


on the evening of the 2d that he was very 
ill, came to Husseinpore on the 5th, only 
to find that he had died two days before. 
On the evening of the 7th, the son-in-law 
made arrangements for burning the body 
of the deceased, as it was a propitious 
day. On mentioning this to the widow, 
she said that she was determined to per- 
form suttee. The Lumberdars were in- 
formed of this, and they came to remon- 
strate, when she said, that if she were 
not allowed to do so, she would take 


other means to destroy herself, and ¢ grief 


On 
which one of the Lumberdars said: * You 


would come to the whole village.’ 


must show by example that you are re- 
solved to perform suttee.’ She at once 
tied round her finger a bit of rag dipped 
in oil, and set fire to it, on which she was 
allowed to perform suttee, one and all in 
the village joining in the deed.’? Thus 
another victim of this horrid rite has 
passed away, and that in spite of the 
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strictest law. The authorities are taking 
active measures to punish those who par- 
ticipated in the revolting ceremony. 

Those not acquainted with India and 
Hinduism may, perhaps, wonder at the 
readiness with which widows sacrifice 
themselves on the funeral pyres of their 


husbands. ‘Two reasons may be assigned 
for it. First, to eseape a life of disgrace 


A widow becomes an out- 
cast; her head is shaved ; her ornaments 
are stripped off; she is treated as a me- 


nial; reproached with the death of her 


and infamy. 


hushand, and is never permitted to re- 
marry. 
instances they lose their self-respect and 
Even should they 
live virtuously, none of their friends would 


The consequence is, that in many 
lead lives of infamy. 


eredit their chastity. 
taught te think that there is great merit 


Second, they are 


resulting from suttee, that by it they se- 
cure not only the eternal happiness of 
themselves and husbands, but of number- 
less relatives. These two 
powerfully upon their minds, and nerve 
them to cheerful submission to this dread- 
ful form of death. 

All forms of error are cruel. It is 
only Christianity which teaches kindness 
to the afflicted, and that God is not to 
he propitiated by self-torture. When 
shall that sweet light of our blessed re- 
ligion dispel the darkness of this land, 
and shed its saving influences upon this 
poor people? Christians must answer 
this question ; for they are the persons to 
whom God has committed the duty and 
the privilege of spreading that light. 

Since writing the above, the papers 
have recorded two more cases of widow 
burning.—Dr. Scudder. 


reasons act 


ARE THE CHINESE REBELS CHRIS- 
TIANS? 

The great movement called the ‘ Re- 
bellion,’’ which has now for so many 
years been going on in the Chinese em- 
pire, after having been partially lost 
sight of among the western nations, is 
again beginning to attract attention. 
These immense masses of people, with their 
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leaders, still persist in calling themselves 
Christians, and in exterminating idolatry 
wherever they prevail. They admit that 
they are still ignorant on the subject of 
Christianity. But they desire to know 
more, and receive Christian teachers and 
books with gladness. The latest intelli- 
gence from them comes from the Rev. 
Mr. Muirhead, of Shanghai, in a letter 
Mr. 
Muirhead derives his information from 
the American missionaries, who have just 
visited the rebel camp. We make a few 
extracts : 

In continuation of my last letter on 
the subject of the Chinese rebellion, I beg 


to the London Missionary Society. 


toapprise you of some matters of interest. 
brethren went to Su- 
chow, about ten days ago, and returned 


Three American 
in due time. They state that on their 
way they came to Kwan-shan, the first 
outpost of the rebels. 

Tiere was a strong guard standing at 
the gates, and the officers in charge con- 
ducted them inside, and placed them 
speedily in communication with the head 
men. They were received by these very 
kindly, and treated in a hospitable man- 
ner. The chiefs by whom they were vis- 
ited were all Kwangsi men, who, you are 
but 
there were also a few from Canton Proy- 
ince. 


aware, originated the movement, 


Our brethren informed them that they 
were preachers of the gospel, and came 
from Shanghai simply in that capacity. 
They were desirous, they said, to ascer- 
tain the religious sentiments of those con- 
nected with the insurrectionary move- 
ment, and did not wish to be regarded as 
spies or as emissaries from any foreign 
State. 
so-called rebels freely avowed 


In the course of conversation, the 
themselves 
to be Christians—that they believed in 
one true God, the heavenly Father, and 
in his Son Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
the world, and in the Holy Spirit. It was 
acknowledged by them that their views 
might not be correct in some things, 
considering the circumstances in which 
they had been placed ; but still they called 
themselves a Christian people, and desired 
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to be regarded as a Christian dynasty. 
The bearing of these Kwangsi chiefs is 
said by the brethren to be noble and in- 
telligent, far superior to the race of Man- 
darins we are accustomed to meet with. 
They evinced neither a haughty nor over- 
bearing manner, nor an appearance of 
obsequious deference to foreigners ; but 
expressed a strong desire to cultivate 
friendly relations with us, both of a re- 
They 
were animated evidently by a strong faith 


ligious and commercial character, 


in God as to the success of the rebellion. 
Of late they had heen suffering from ter- 
rible calamities, which, with their deliv- 
erance out of them all, they attribute 
solely to the intervention of their heaven- 
ly Father. 

The rebels say that their first object is 
to gain the victory, the second to seize 
the plunder, and the third to destroy 
As to the last, it seems that 
they proceed to it in a very formal man- 
The king, as he 


with a number of adherents to the tem- 


idolatry. 


ner. is called, marches 
ple, and pronounces a curse of this na- 
ture :—** In the name of God, the heaven- 
ly Father, and of his Son Jesus Christ, 
this idol temple is devoted to destrue- 
tion.”’ Forthwith the work is begun, 
and the idols are thoroughly cleared. 
Their intention is, it appears, to destroy 
all the temples and pagodas, but at pres- 
ent their time is otherwise occupied. 

As to their religious ceremonies, they 
have a Sabbath on the same day as ours. 
One of the native Christians who went 
with the missionary brethren, was pres- 
ent on the oceasion of their holding wor- 


ship. His account of it somewhat ac- 
cords with the description given of it by 


the late Dr. Medhurst. There was a 
kind of offering made to God, and praise 
was sung, but there was no preaching. 
Indeed, those present confessed that they 
were not well informed on religious mat- 
ters, but their teachers at Nankin were 
so. They listened attentively to our 
views of things, and observed wherein 
theirs differed from our own. Having left 
Nankin very hastily, they did not bring 
any religious books with them, and con- 
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fined themselves chiefly to several doxolo- 
gics ; though their public proclamations 
are said to contain passages from and al- 
lusions to the Holy Scriptures. They 
have a form of baptism which, it would 
scem, is administered to all their adher- 
ents. They represent Tai-ping-wang, 
their first leader, as still living and well, 
at the capital. In due time they believe 
they will gain the whole country, and 
they firmly resolve to bring it under 
Christian instruction. 

There isa universal brotherhood among 
them, and they regard foreigners in a 
similar light. 

There was no indication of that arro- 
gant spirit which they evinced in their 
and 


Lord Elgin 


others ; and while they spoke of coming 


communications with 


down to Shanghai, they expressed a firm 
determination not to interfere with us, 
but only to take the native city. 

Much more might be said in regard to 
them; but the above will suffice to show 
the light in which our American mis- 
sionary brethren looked upon them.— 
Though there are many drawbacks in 
their conduct and character, our brethren 
were most agreeably surprised at what 
they heard and saw of them. Save, of 
course, the blood-stained evils of war, 
these brethren are convinced that ele- 
ments are in existence, and at work, 
which indicate the movement to be fraught 
with good, and to be intimately connected 
with the future Christianization of China. 

The following are some of the forms of 
devotion (translated by the late Rev. Dr. 
Medhurst), which, according to the tes- 
timony of the American missionaries, 
are still in constant use among the insur- 
gents. 


A Prayer to God for Morning or Evening. 


I, thine unworthy son or daughter, 


kneeling down on the ground, pray to 
thee, the great God, our heavenly Father, 
that thou wouldst grant me thy merciful 
protection, and constantly bestow upon 
me thy Holy Spirit, to change my wicked 
heart, and never more allow me to be de- 
eived by demoniacal influences; but, 
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perpetually regarding me with favor, 
that thou wouldst forever deliver me from 
the evil one, through the merits of our 
Saviour and heavenly Brother, who re- 
deemed us from sin. I also pray thee, 
the great God, our Father in heaven, that 
thy will may be done on earth as it is 
done in heaven. That thou wouldst look 
down and grant this my request, is my 
heart's sincere desire. 
Prayer and Thanksgiving to be offered at 
Meals. 

We thank thee, O God, our heavenly 
Father, and pray that thou wouldst bless 
us with daily food and raiment, exempt 
us from calamity and affliction, and grant 
that our souls may go up to heaven. 


Doxology. 

We praise God, our holy and heavenly 
Father. 
We praise Jesus, the holy Lord and 
Saviour of the world. 
We praise the Holy Spirit, the Sacred 
Intelligence. 
We praise the Three Persons, who 
united, constitute one true spirit, (God). 
—Sunday School Times. 


SPIRIT OF INQUIRY IN CHINA. 
The 


the following letter, is a village school-teacher 


native preacher who communicates 


near Ningpo, in China. The interesting in- 
telligence which it contains indicates a spirit 
The letter of 
the native preacher is translated by Mr. Ran- 
kin, of the American Presbyterian Mission in 


of deep interest and inquiry. 


Ningpo, and printed in the “ Foreign Mission- 
ary.” 

have some pleasing intelligence to 
communicate to you, my brethren, in ref- 
ference to this village of Bao-ko-tah. God 
and our Lord have been wonderfully man- 
ifesting grace among us, so that now 
there are very many who listen with in- 
terest to the truth, and some whu believe 
and obey it. 

There are some from other villages, 
who invite us to goand explain the truth 
tu them ; and the general impression, 
from what I hear, is, that there are many 
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interested in the gospel. Some say that 
a new cycle is approaching. Others, 
that idolatry will sooh be done away. 


| 


Others, that sooner or later all will be- | 


come Christians. Language of this kind 
is very common in Bao-ko-tah, As | 
think of the words in Matt. ix. 37, * The 


harvest truly is great,’ ete., 1 feel that 


at this favorable time this language has | 


a peculiar appropriateness. [hope that 


you, my brethren and sisters, will ery | 


earnestly unto God to send the Holy 
Spirit to dwell in my heart, that | may 
fully manifest his love. 


I would also ask you to pray for me, | 


that my feet may not slide, and thus dis- 
honor God. 
and mother, that they may not be always 
saying, ‘ Wait awhile.” Will Mr. Lu 


Also pray for my father | 


please ask one of the brethren to come | 


and help me, and when he comes to bring 


some fans with him? [He refers to fans 


made under Dr. MeCartee’s direction, 


having some very simple and appropii- 
ate prayers written on one side, and the 


ereed on the other. They are easily 
learned, and the value of the fan (an in- 
dispensable article in China) is much en- 
hanced, } 

** Please read this letter at the noon 
prayer-meeting, that all the brethren 
may hear. ** Yours, 

Kwono-nyt. 
‘© P, S.—At one of our services 1 saw 


a woman weeping. When prayers were 


Mr. Bronson. 


. 
over she cried aloud, saying,‘ I have 


been the chief of sinners ; there never has 
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LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON, 


Revival of Religion on the “R. B. 
Forbes.’’ 


Ship R. B. Forbes, Sept. 10, 1860.— 
This is our seventy-ninth day from Bos- 
ton; and as this beautiful little clipper 
ship always makes rapid passages, I sup- 
pose you are thinking of us, as being al- 
ready far up in the Bay of Bengal, near 
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heen any as wicked as 1: is there salva- 
tion for me?’—language such as Paul 
used I exhorted 
her awhile, and thanked God for his 
great grace.”’ 


aiter his conversion. 


Mr. Rankin adds— 


One of the native elders has gone to-day 
to help him, with the intention of re- 
maining a few days in that region. 

The in 


postscript is certainly a novel event among 


circumstance mentioned this 


this stolid people. It is a striking mark 
of the work of the Holy Spirit, for persons 
with tears to confess their sins, and ask 
what they shall do to be saved. 

In our city day-school there is a spirit 
of inquiry manifest, and we find to our 
delight that the little girls have in several 
instances carried home the truths they 
have received, and, according to the tes- 
timony of their parents, been faithful in 
their religious duties. One of the Church 
missionaries, Who has just returned from 
their station in Sanpoh, after a visit of 
two weeks, reports an unusual degree of 
interest, and states that he has never any- 
where known so much conversation on 

This, to some 
Still the work 
of grace has not reached that depth and 


the subject of religion. 


degree, is the case here. 


fulness which we so much desire to wit- 
ness, and which characterize a genuine 
revival athome. And even though there 
are among us a few cases of religious in- 
terest, yet, alas! the great multitudes re- 
wain blinded by the god of this world. 


MISSIONARY UNION, 


But we have met 
with calms and light and baflling winds, 


to our destined port. 


so that although we have sailed by every 
vessel we have met, we are only three 
days trom the island of St. Pauls. Our 
reckoning to-day gives south Lat, 27°50" 
and cast Longitude 84°14", A strong 
breeze is now speeding us on toward Ran- 
goon, Which port we hope to gain in 
three weeks more. 
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I write you these few lines to mail di- 
rect from that place, as I know that all 
our dear Christian friends at home will 
be anxious to hear from us. But where 
shall I begin, or what shall I say, of all 
the goodness and merey that hath fol- 
lowed ? It is little to say that our 


voyage thus far has heen pleasant, that 


us 


we have received every kindness and at- 
tention from the gentlemanly captain 
and officers of this ship, and that as pas- 
sengers we have been a united and happy 
band. ‘Tell all our dear friends, and es- 
pecially those who accompanied us to the 
ship, and there publicly commended us to 
God, that their prayers have been an- 
swered. The holy influence that encir- 
cled us, as they sent us off with prayer 
and the song of praise, has followed us 
out upon these restless waters. God has 
visited us in great merey, and poured 
salvation upon us. We are sent with a 
message of mercy to poor idolaters ; but 
we have found delightful work on our 
way to them. Souls on board this ship 
have wept for sin, and bowed to the 
sceptre of merey. Our ship's company, 
twenty in all, is composed of Americans, 
English, Scoteh, Germans, Norwegians, 
French and Spanish. All have appeared 
uniformly respectful and ready for conver- 
sation and books, of which I am happy 
We 
have usually had preaching on deck every 
Sunday morning, attended by all. At 
7, P. M., we held a short service with 


to say there is a ship's library. 


the men, forward, and closed up every 
day with social worship in the cabin, 
Which is attended by the officers not on 
duty. 

The interest and solemnity steadily in- 
creased from the first, which called forth 
earnest prayer that God 
Himself among us, 


would show 
A few days ago, 
we proposed to spend an hour of the 
** dog wateh”’ daily with the men. It was 
only among boxes and barrels and coils 
of rope that a place could be found; and 
there we daily met, every one forgetting 
the place, awed by the presence of God's 
Spirit, and sensible that Jesus of Nazareth 
was passing by, ready to bless them even 
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there. Yesterday was a day we shall 
never forget. At the close of the morn- 
ing service on deck, the question was 
asked whether we should assemble for a 
Every hand 
At afternoon worship 
we could see that some were rejoicing ; 


second service at 3, P.M. 
was raised for it. 


others were burdened and weeping for 
sin. We went forward to mect the men 
as usual at evening, and the Spirit of 
God came down with mighty power. The 
men prayed, and sobbed and wept aloud. 
One, a Norwegian, arose with that de- 
termined air that showed what a struggle 
it was for him to break from the grasp 
of the devil, who would close his lips in 
silence, and said, ** | must speak in my 
own language,’* and then in broken Eng- 
lish and Danish, told us that he was sunk 
deep in the slough of sin, he had long 
wished to be a Christian, but knew not 
the way. Another and another spoke of 
their perishing condition ; day and night 


they found no peace. One had been a 


Sabbath school scholar and teacher, had 
a pious mother in Scotland, who three 
years ago had written him, asking him 
to promise her that he would read a por- 
tion of Scripture every day ; but he had 
not complied ; he had gone deep into sin, 
and so had not written her at all, and yet 
said he with sobs, ** That dear mother 
has all the time been praying for me.”’ 
One interesting lad came up and said, 
“TI cannot forget what you said to-day 
about the Bible ; that it was God’s letter 
of love, sent all the way from Heaven to 
Hlow happy we 
are when we receive a letter from home 
in some distant port. I have lost my 
father and mother; but I am going to 
take God for my father, give my heart 
to Him and obey his word.’’ Some of 
agony of 
soul. They evidently know what it is to 
feel that they are ‘in the gall of bitterness 
and the bond of iniquity.” 


counsel and direct us. 


our number are in the deepest 


Among 
these are our dear captain and his first 
officer. Our prayers and deepest sympa- 
thies go out to God for them. 

Monday evening.—My heart is full to 
overflowing. The commander of our ship, 
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both his officers, and several of the men 
are hoping in Christ. Angels must have 
beheld the scenes of this evening with 
joy. We went forward at the usual hour 
of prayer with the men. At the conclu- 
sion of the introductory exercises, the first 
mate arose, and addressed the men very 
touchingly and knelt down and prayed 
for them. Next arose our dear captain, 
and in most touching and appropriate 
language, told us what God had done for 
him. The whole crew, composed of har- 
dy sailors, unaccustomed to weep amid 
scenes of peril and danger and death, 
whose hearts are hardened by long years 
of sin in every port, now literally bowed 
their heads and wept like children. He 
then offered a most fervent and appropri- 
ate prayer for them; and never shall I 
forget how he invoked the blessing of God 
on us his passengers, and on our work. 
Several of the men followed, giving utter- 
ance to the deep emotions of their souls, 
in broken accents and diverse tongues.”’ 
O, may He who is stronger than the 
strong man armed, liberate every soul on 
board this ship, and fold them in His 
loving arms. 

I often wonder that Christians on the 
land do not feel more interest for seamen. 
How greatly are landsmen indebted to 
them! What a life of danger, privation 
and separation from friends, home and 
home influences is theirs! No class of 
people are more open to kind Christian 
labor. None need Christ and the com- 
forts of religion more, and no class can 
do more good than converted seamen ; 
for with Christ in their hearts, they are 
missionaries to witness for God, in every 
foreign land they visit. 

I wish to speak a word of encourage- 
ment to Christian mothers, and to all who 
have loved ones far away on the sea, 
perhaps they know not where. I have 
seen the mighty influences of prayer con- 
centrate from widely different points on 
this ship. One says, I have a praying 
mother in Scotland. Says a second, 
‘* Far away in Norway dear friends pray 
for me, and write nothing but Christian 
letters.”” Yes,’’ says a third, have 
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a dear pious sister there.”’ 
ward, prodigal sailor boy may be reached 
by the power of prayer, when all other 
efforts are put forth in vain. 


Yes, the way- 


But I must close. Unite with us in 
praise and thanksgiving to God. Pray 


for us, that all this goodness of the Lord 
that has passed before us, may strengthen 
and encourage our hearts, and prepare 
us in his name and strength to carry 
Immanuel’s war into the strongest holds 
of Satan in these lands of idolatry which 
we are rapidly nearing, and to God be 
given all the glory. 


LETTER FROM MR. WARD. 

Off Rangoon, Sept. 26, 1860.—The 
time approaches when I must send imes- 
sages to you and to my native land. 

God's gracious providence has thus far 
watched over us for good, and we have 
almost finished a voyage—the first such 
with me—in which there have been no 
severe storms to distress us, nor any 
furnish other 

Everything 


incidents caleulated to 
than happy recollections. 
has passed off pleasantly, and we are all 
in excellent health and spirits. 

My own time has been spent in giving 
lessons to my wife in the Assamese, and 
in reviewing my Greek Testament and 
Hebrew, together with some historical 
reading. I have been so absorbed in 
these studies, that I could almost have 
forgiven the noble ship ** R. B. Forbes,”’ 
had she kept us on the sea another month. 
I think I never felt a more earnest desire 
henceforth to make the most of life, and 
to burn only upon God's altar, so that 
for me to live’? may indeed be **Christ.”’ 

And now, my brother, what shall I say 
of God's gracious manifestation to us? 
When you, I think it was, at our fare- 
well services on the ship, expressed the 
hope that God would give us all them 
that sailed with us, those words fell like 
mockery on my ears. How little could I 
have dreamed that the utterance was to 
become so much akin to prophecy! We 
have, indeed, been visited with a genuine 
and powerful work of grace, which em- 
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braces nearly every soul on board. I 
never witnessed anything so wonderful, 
so unexpected, and so evidently of God 
In it I have been impressed at once with 
God’s sovereignty, and the gracious as- 
surance that He has accepted our work, 
and the costly gifts each of us has laid 
upon his altar, in forsaking our own 
children for the name of Jesus. For my- 
self 1 must confess I hardly expected ever 
tu participate in such a work of grace ; 
and I trust the influence will abide long 
with me to cheer my own too feeble faith. 

Before we had been two weeks out of 
Boston, we lost a man overboard; and 
we found afterwards that he was the only 
one of all the men prepared for such a 
sudden death. There was no indication 
observable that this startling and solemn 
event was sanctified to any of the crew, 
unless it was in the growing attention to 
the preaching on Sundays, and a general 
eagerness to read religious books and 
tracts. 

But within the last month, our ship 
has been turned into a Bethel of prayer. 
All on a sudden it was found that many 
strong men were bowed as before a storm, 
and wrestling with themselves and their 
God. 
in some instances bordering on despair. 
the 
captain rising up in the morning, his 


I never saw such distress of mind, 


Men stood at the wheel weeping, 
eyes red and swollen with his nights of 
weeping and prayer. We trembled at 
these displays of God’s power; and with 
one accord besieged the throne of grace 
in their behalf; and we felt that God 
permitted us to come very near to Him, 
giving us assurance that our petitions 
would be granted. One after another 
began to express a hope in Jesus, until 
we have been permitted to see the cap- 
tain, both mates, the ship's carpenter, 
the cook, and some ten or more of the 
crew declaring, at our evening meetings, 
their trast in Christ, and their peace of 
mind in Him. 

It is not often that such a sight is be- 
held as that of captain, officers and crew, 
all mecting together evening after even- 
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ing, praying, exhorting and encouraging 
each other, in such simplicity, love and 
humbleness of mind. I wish some of our 
skeptical men could have witnessed these 
displays of Divine grace. I have seen 
here a strong, athletic man, bowed over a 
coil of ropes, refusing or unable to rise, 
trembling from head to foot, weeping and 
sobbing, till his strength was exhausted, 
and he had to be helped up and led away ; 
and such an one, after a day or two, ex- 
pressing his faith in Jesus and his peace 
of mind. We have been reminded of the 
Pentecost, of the conversion of Saul, of 
the jailor, and of Bunyan. We have 
had men of different tongues, praying, 
each in his own language; but in them 
all we could distinctly hear the all-pre- 
vailing name of Jesus. Some of the sail- 
ors have had dreadful struggles to over- 
come, and dreadful sins to lament. Some 
strong men, who have been accustomed 
on the land to put their earnings into the 
hands of infernal men, and then to drink, 
carouse, and fight, with bloody face and 
‘*wounds without cause,’’ until their 
money was gone, have here struggled 
forth from their filth and darkness, and 
now seem to sit ‘‘at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed and in their rightmind.”? ‘ This 
is the Lord’s doings, and marvellous in 
our eyes.”” 

And now need I say more? 
with us. 


God is 
And will not the same God be 
with us in our work among the heathen? 
This, I trust, will prove a precious bap- 
tismal preparation for our work. It only 
sharpens our appetite for still greater 
things, and sends our hearts back in in- 
tense yearnings after the conversion of 
friends in our native land. And also we 
hope that God will cause these converted 
men to be useful to many more in our 
own and other lands. 


LETTER FROM MR. 


Sept. 24, 1860.—Near Rangoon. It is 
with deep emotions of gratitude for the 
mercies we have enjoyed during this voy- 
age, especially in the outpouring of God’s 
grace, mingled with tears at parting from 
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friends and scenes greatly endeared, that 
I write a few words, to send by first op- 
portunity home. My thoughts have re- 
verted many times to the pleasant invita- 
tions you gave Christian friends to have 
letters in waiting for us at Rangoon, and 


I wonder how many there will be. The 
suggestion met my mind exactly. I feel 


sorry to see so many who would esteem 
it a privilege to write their missionaries, 
hesitate to do so because they are afraid 
they should not say anything that would 
interest or profit, or because it would be 
a tax upon our time. 
Christian sympathy, or that would stir 
us up to greater diligence in our work, 
or make us feel a closer union with the 
churches, whose messengers we are to the 
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Any word of | 


heathen, would be the best investment of | 


the required time and money by those 
who wish to serve the cause of missions, 
both in its influence upon us, and in its 
reflex influence upon themselves. 


Many times during this voyage have 
we felt the assurance that the prayers of 
Christians were encircling us. [ am sure 
I had no thought we could be so happy 
on shipboard as we have been. During 
the first part of the voyage, wishing to 
derive all the benefit I could from the sea 
air, I spent most of my time on deck, 
and did a good deal of interesting read- 


ing. I suffered very little from sea-sick- 
ness. The bracing air seemed almost 


exhilarating ; it was as though new life 
was flowing in my veins. I have had al- 
most to chide myself with being too hap- 
py- Home, and friends and children, 
were not often absent from my mind— 
how could I be so happy? Sometimes 
when I thought of those past weeks and 
months, when almost constant tears flowed 
in looking forward to what I gladly, yet 
shrinkingly acknowledged as duty, think- 
ing how I ever should be able to meet the 
trial of parting; those seasons of strong 
crying and tears, when no prayer could 
utter the feelings of my heart, except 
‘© O, my Father, if it be possible let this 
cup pass from me,’’ and then saw that 
very self so happy, I wondered. It al- 
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most seemed wrong, as wearing the ap- 
But it was 
not thoughtlessness, nor indifference. It 
He had 
provided an excellent home for our little 


pearance of thoughtlessness. 
was God fulfilling his promises. 


ones; and his am with you,” 
strengthened us. When the day of need- 
ed grace came, grace was given, and that 
enables us to go on our way rejoicing. 
He had pardoned my weakness (my dis- 
trust?). ‘The bruised reed He did not 
break, the smoking flax He did 
quench.’’ everlasting arms sus- 


not 


tainedme.’’ ‘He put a new song into my 


mouth, even praise unto our God,”’ and 
this song was, ‘*It is good to trust in the 
Lord, blessed is every one that trusteth 
Him.” 


‘deep waters,’ 


He had called me through 
but He had led me, and 
His presence and power were all the more 


in 


manifest from the greatness of the trial. 
It seemed to me sometimes that I almost 
realized how the Christian triemphs 
when led by Christ through the ‘dark 
valley.”" With Christ for our portion, 
trial is not trial; so death may be not 
death. 

I hardly know how a voyage could be 
more pleasant than this has been, Our 
ship and accommodations are all that 
could be wished. The captain and officers 
have done everything in their power to 
promote our comfort and happiness, and 
the men, too, by their cheerful looks and 
quiet manner, have contributed their part ; 
while we passengers, having so many 
points of common experience, all having 
labored in the foreign field, and all leaving 
behind dear children, feel strong bonds of 
mutual and Christian sympathy. 

But what has knit all 
gether, that we feel like one family, is 


our hearts to- 
that God has been among us und mani- 
fested his grace, so that we hope nearly 
every one on board now belongs to the 
‘shousehold of faith,’’ and our own hearts 
have been filled with wonder, love and 
praise. Many, many nights of earnest 
prayer, with hearts bowed down, our 
‘*tears being our meat day and night,”’ 
and our ery, ‘I cannot let Thee go except 
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Thou bless me,’’ preceded the work of 
conversion. I never before so realized the 
beautiful economy of the gospel in lead- 
ing Christians to desire, and to struggle 
for souls; for then we were prepared to 
enter into the joy of the young convert. It 
was almost like living again our early 
Christian experience ; and has taught us 
new lessons of the blessedness of the 
gospel of Christ. The work commenced 
with the captain. He hada high respect 
for religion, and wished to possess it, but 
how to obtain it he knew not. When 
God began to teach him, he set himself 
earnestly to do. At the first he had no 
deep convictions or strong feelings in any 
way upon the subject, but wished to be a 
Christian, and saw that he had something 
to do as well as to reecive; and he set 
himself about it ; asan carnest nan would 
in a matter of business which he saw de- 
sirable and determined to accomplish. 


He laid aside everything else and spent 
the time, not required in necessary- care 
of the ship, in prayer and reading the 
Bible. Thus was he an earnest secker for 
many days before he could be said to be 
much impressed, only he resolved to per- 
severe. So it seems to me every candid 
man, Who believes the traths of religion 
and will set himself thus to ‘‘seek,’’ de- 
termined not to turn back, will certainly 
‘*find.”’ 


prayers. Ilis heart was made contrite, 


Then 4iod began to answer his 


he wept on account of his sins and alien- 
ation of heart from God, and it was his 
tears and earnestness that so impressed 
others that they began to pray and weep ; 
and the cloud big with mercy descended 
upon all our hearts. Clearer evidence of 
a genuine work of grace, than in the case 
of our captain, | think I have never before 
known. Our ship is a Bethel indeed. 
You will not wonder that we are grateful 
and happy in view of what God has done, 
nor yet, that our parting calls up pain- 
ful emotions. O, the heart never gets 
schooled to parting with friends. But 
we have a work to do; alr ady Burmah 
is almost in sight, and we would haste us 
to do it. 


OBITUARY OF J, SCHLESIER, MISSION- 
ARY IN SCHLESWIG. 

The name of Mr. Schlesier, of Schleswig, 
has often appeared in the missionary journals 
from Germany, and annually in the table of 
churches and pastors. We may form an esti- 
mate of his wisdom and efficiency as a pastor, 
from the statement which has been made more 
than once, that ‘in the church in Schleswig 
every member is engaged in active efforts to 
promote the kingdom of God.” Such a la- 
borer is worthy to be held in honor. ‘The 
memory of the just is blessed.” 

We translate the following article from the 
Itamburg Missionsblatt.—Ep. Maa. 

Francis John Julius Schlesier was born 
at Cappel, in Schleswig, April 9, 1812. 
He was brought up in the Lutheran 
church. Having learned the trade of a 
harness maker, at the close of his appren- 
ticeship he went abroad in the world to 
seek his fortune. For thirty-one years 
he walked in the ways of the world. At 
length, guided by the divine Spirit, he 
visited Mecklenburg, where he was invit- 
ed to attend a religious meeting, but no 
change took place in his state of mind. 
Here a work on free-masonry fell into his 
hands, from which he discovered that 
free-masons profess to be associated to- 
gether for the purpose of promoting the 
welfare of their fellow-men. Pleased 
with the idea, which corresponded with 
his feclings, he resolved to go to Berlin 
and join the Society. A Christian shoe- 
maker begged him to take a letter to Mr. 
Lehmann, Baptist minister at Berlin. 
And thus on a Saturday evening, in the 
year 1843, he arrived at Berlin and 
sought out Mr. Lehmann to deliver the 
letter. 

At the house of Mr. Lehmann he was 
kindly received, and earnestly entreated, 
as the next day was the Sabbath, to jour 
ney no further, but to stay and hear the 
word of God. These few words made an 
indelible impression on his mind. He 
acceded to the request, obtained work in 
Berlin, and continued to attend the meet- 
ings. By the preaching of the gospel 
and intercourse with the people of God, 
he was soon led to forsake his former 
wicked life. His eyes were opened. His 
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mind was awakened, and he removed to 
Bitterfeld, where he was baptized and re- 
ceived into the church Feb. 26, 1844. 

He now began to feel that as Christ 
was formed in his soul, he was no longer 
his own, but under obligation to live for 
his divine Master. Accordingly he be- 
gan, wherever he went, to testify to the 
crucified Saviour as the friend of sinners. 
Every hour that he could redeem from 
his work he devoted to tract distribution, 
and to active efforts to advance the king- 
dum of God. After a few years he was 
advised to leave his business and go to 
Hamburg. 

Hlere he received an appointment from 
the American and Foreign Bible Society 
to travel in the duchy of Holstein and 
Schleswig, fixing his residence in the lat- 
ter. With an anxious and burdened 
heart, he returned to his native place. 
Ile was oppressed by a sense of his weak- 
ness. But God, who is almighty, made 
his strength to abound in his servant's 
weakness. It was most interesting to 
see in him what the grace of God can do 
for a man who delivers himself to the 
Divine guidance, and seeks the interest 
of his fellow-men. Any one knowing 
how defective was his early education and 
knowledge, must be surprised to see the 
increase of his gifts. He not only gained 
a profound knowledge of Christian doc- 
trine, but also effected far more than his 
antecedents would have warranted the 
public to anticipate. That his ministry 
was attended by a great blessing, is per- 
fectly well known. The present prosper- 
ity of the kingdom of God in Schleswig 
and Kiel is, under God, the result of his 
abors. 

As a laborer in the Lord’s vineyard, he 
was distinguished by perseverance and 
unwearying faithfulness. He was inces- 
sant in his endeavors to procure for the 
persecuted brethren the blessing of relig- 
ous freedom. He left no stone unturned 
to secure this advantage, as long as the 
hand of persecution was laid upon the 
Baptists, and his efforts were crowned 
with unexpected success. 

But at the same time he had reached 


stood still. 


[ January, 


the limit of his earthly labors. It pleased 
God, in his inscrutable wisdom, to lay 
himaside. Like Moses, he was permitted 
only to survey the promised land of relig- 
ious freedom, and then he died. 

Though naturally of a vigorous consti- 
tution, for years he suffered from many 
difficulties. 
these increased, and at length he was 
constrained to try the water cure; but it 
was too late. Weary and agonized, he 
returned from the healing institution to 


For the last nine months 


Hamburg, partook of the Lord’s Supper 
with several brethren at the house of Mr. 
Oncken, Aug. 26, and was carried home, 
whence, on the 2d of Sept. last, he enter- 
ed into the joy of his Lord. 

A short time before his departure, he 
asked Mrs. 8., again and again, ** Do 
No,”’ she 
said, hear nothing.”’ Listen again,” 
what music is that?’ At 
last she understood, and said, ‘It is the 
harps of heaven, to whose music you will 
soon sing.”’ And so it was; it was a 
foretaste of his eternal joy. When his 
end drew near, he desired to be raised up 
in bed, where, pale and emaciated, he was 


you not hear something?” 


he said, 


supported in the arms of his wife. He 
then cried, *O Lord, now receive my 
spirit,’ and at the same time, his pulse 
His soul had flown, and the 
Lord had answered his prayer. 

The funeral took place on Wednesday, 
Sept.5. By appointment of the Commit- 
tee of the German Mission, Mr. Gulzau 
attended as a delegate, and expressed to 
the bereaved widow the sincere sympathy 
of the entire Conference. The expenses 
were borne by the church, who resolved 
also to purchase for him a burial place 
and to crect a monument. 

The church feels deeply the loss of this 
beloved brother. But they can say of 
him with joyful assurance, ‘‘ He has 
fought a good fight; he has finished his 
course; he has kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for him a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous Judge, shall give him in that day. 
And not to him only, but also to all who 
love his appearing.”’ 
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DONATIONS, 
Recetvep 1x November, 1860. 


Maine. 

Xowdoinham, ch. 10; E. Au- 
burn, a sister 1; Warren, La- 
dies’ Bap. For. Miss. Soc., 
Mrs. Eliza A. Kennedy tr., 
11; Waterville, ch, 42; Sum- 
nor, ch. 20.80; Bryant’s Pond, 
ch. 50 ets. 

Washington Asso., Samuel Kel- 
ley tr., 6.25; East Addison, 
ch. 1.25; Harrington, ch. 7; 


New Hampshire. 

New London Fem. Institute, 
Young Ladies’ Literary and 
Missionary Soc., Miss H. Wil- 
kins tr., to sup. nat. pr. un- 
der direction of Rev. H. A. 


Sawtelle, Hongkong, China, 13.00 
Newport Asso., Newport, ch., 
per Rev. J. Aldrich, agent, 3.25 


Vermont, 
West Topsham, Aaron Sanborn 


100; Burlington, ch., E. A. 
Fuller tr., 21.52; Plainfield, 


Friend, for the sup. of nat. 

Bur. and Karen prs. under 

direction of Rev. B.C. Thom- 

as, Henthada, 33; 154.52 
Danville Asso., Passumpsie, ch., 

per Rev, J. Aldrich, agent, 19.46 


Massachusetts. 
Brookline, ch. and cong., Dea. 
lb. Sanderson tr., mon. con, 
28.81; Newton, Up. Falls, 
Miss Eliza Jameson, for the 
Mission to the Shans, 10; 
Randolph, ch. 47.10; South- 
boro’, Lineoln Newton 
Springfield, lst ch. 20; South 
Chelmsford, Ist ch. 15; New 
Bedford, lst ch., Luther G. 
Hlewins tr., of wh. 100 is to 
con. Mrs. Merey Hewins L. 
M., 200; Lynn, Ist ch., Dea. 
J. Bacheller tr., 62.40; Fra- 
mingham, Ist ch., Warren 
Nixon tr., 64; Chicopee, Cen- 
tral ch. 25; Cummington, 
Mrs. Aaron Bigelow 1; 
Wercester Asso., Worcester, Ist 
ch. 24.25; Pleasant st. ch., of 
wh. 7.17 is mon. con. and 49 
an. coll., 56.17; 3d ch. 16; 
per Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 


480.31 


96.42 


Rhode Island, 
Bap. State Convention, R. B. 
Chapman tr., Providence, lst 
ch., mon. con. three mos, 49- 
.65; Central ch., of wh. 25 is 
fr. Mrs. Israel Scott, 75 fr. 
Sab. Sch., to cons. Horace 8. 
Lradford L. M., per Dea, J. 
Boyce, and 66.59 mon. con., 
per Stephen Chase, collector, 
166.59; Wickford, Ist ch., 


mon, con., per N. N. Spink, 


Donations. 


99.8 


16.2 


73.9 


576.7 


0 


5 


8 


3 


to cons. Mrs. Harriet C. Rey- 
nolds L. M., 


Connecticut. 


New London Asao., Lebanon, 
ch., per Rev. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 

New Haven Asso., Southington, 
ch., with other donas. to cons. 
Levi. B. Frost L. M., per Rev. 
J. A., agent, 


New York, 


Clifton Park, ch. and soc. 33- 
.02; Fabius, Geo. Pettit, to 
be expended under direction 
of Rey. E. B. Cross, 5; Mari- 
on, Sab. Sch., to sup. a nat. 
pr. under direction of Mrs. 
M. B. Ingalls, Rangoon, and 
with prev. donas. to cons. 
Kev. P. I. Williams L. M., 
44.30; 

Livingston Asso., Mt. Morris, 
ch. 5; 8. Dansville, ch. 4.18; 
Dansville, ch. 2.83; per Rev. 
R. Morey, agent, 

Ontario Asso., Canandaigua, ch., 
per Rey. KR. M., agent, 

| Genesee Asso., Middlebury, ch. 
5; Datavia and Pembroke, 
ch. 6.43; Darien, ch. 1.50; 
Pembroke, R. D. and Ann 
Pardee, E. Drake, Leland and 
Jane Fenner 50 cts. each, 2- 
.50; Elmar J. Fenner 13 ets.; 
Susan Fenner 12 cts.; Bata- 
via, ch. 1; Oakfield and Ala- 
bama, ch. 10.69; per Rev. R. 
M., agent, 

Orleans Asso., Alabama Centre, 
ch., per Rev. R. M., agent, 
Oneida Asso., Cassville, ch. 28- 
.19; New Hartford, ch. 1; 
South Trenton, ch. 10.50; per 

Rev. T. Allen, agent, 

Oswego Asso., Oswego, West 
ch., per Rey. T. A., agent, 

St. Lawrence Asso., Gouver- 
neur, ch. 3.50; Richville, ch. 
1; per Rey. T. A., agent, 

Dutchess Asso., Amenia, ch., 
with prev. donas. to cons. 
Abiah P. Balis L. M., 75.40; 
Stamford, 2nd ch. 17.75; 
George Beckwith 1; Mrs. L. 
Bureh 1; Miss L. Lawrence 
2; Justus Booth 1; John 
Pulver 50 cts.; Jacob Pulver 
5; Seth Walton 1; Henry 
Sage 10; Geo. Winchell and 
bro. 2; W. B. Reed 1; J. M. 
Payne 1; Dover Plains, ch. 
34.03; South Dover, ch. 19- 
.40; Central Pauling, ch. 11- 
.70; per Rev. 0. Dodge, 
agent, 

Hudson River Central Asso., T. 
C. Van Hoesen 50; Cornwall, 
ch. 4; per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Stephentown Asso., Berlin, ch., 
per Rey. O. D., agent, 

Saratoga Asso., Stillwater, 2nd 
ch. 19.50; Waterford, ch. 10- 


100 


31 


— 316.27 


10.00 


82.82 


12.01 
4.98 


183.78 


54.00 
13.63 


41.85 


; 
4s 
85.30 31.85 
14.50 
‘ 
he 
27.37 
2.50 
40.25 
5.00 
4.50 


-85; Burnt Hills, ch. 9.25; 
per Rey. 0. D., agent, 

Brooklyn, Elizabeth Ward, per 
Rev. 0. D., agent, 


New Jersey. 

West New Jersey Asso., Woods- 
town, ch. 9.40; Trenton, Cen- 
tral Sab. Sch. 21; Moores- 
town, ch. 14; Greenwich, ch. 
7.22; Burlington, ch., of wh, 
47.95 is fr. Sab. Sch., for the 
Cherokee Mission, 69.59; 
Marlton, ch. 27; Cape Island, 
Rey. Jno. Price 1; Black- 
woodtown, ch. 8.04; Wood- 
bury, Jos. C. Clair 1; New- 
port, ch. 5.31; Dividing 
Creek, ch. 20; Leesburg, John 
Erricson 25 cts.; per Rev. 
James French, agent, 

Central N. J. Asso., Lambert- 
ville, ch., of wh. 10.23 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., per Rev. J. F., 
agent, 

East N. J. Asso., Elizabeth, ch. 
4; Samptown, ch. 5; per Rev. 
J. F., agent, 


Pennsylvania. 

East Smithfield, ch. 

Pittsburg, 4th ch., per Rev, J. 
L. Douglass, 

Philadelphia Asso., Great Val- 
ley, ch., per Rev. James 
French, agent, 

Central Union Asso., Phoenix- 
ville, ch., to sup. a nat. Ka- 
ren pr.,per Rev. J. F., agent, 


Ohio. 

Homer, ch. 1.55; Brandon, ch. 
3.45; Portsmouth, George 
Heoredh 50; Cincinnati, Ca- 
leb, Susan and Catharine 
Trevor, 10 each, 30; 

Granville, ch., per Rev. J. L. 
Douglass, 

Miami Union Asso., Dayton, Ist 
ch., of wh. 19.24 is fr. Sab. 
Sch., per Rev. H. Davis, 
agent, 

Zoar Asso., Stillwater, ch., Mrs. 

tumage, per Rev. H. D., 
agent, 

Maumee Asso., Toledo, ch., Mrs. 
Olive Door, per Rey. H. D., 
agent, 

Miami Asso., per Rey. H. D., 
agent, 

Meigs Creek Asso., McConnell- 
ville, ch., two sisters, to sup. 
nat. prs., per Rev. H. D,, 
agent, 

Coshocton Asso., Dresden, ch., 
Mrs. Forller, per Rey. H. D., 
agent, 

State Convention, coll. after ad- 
dresses by Revs. J. L. Doug- 
lass, T. Allen and Wm. Ash- 
more, per Rev. H. D., agent, 

Mrs. Randall, for the Bassein 
Mission, per Rev. H. D., 
agent, 


39.60 


5.00 


183.81 


87.36 


9.00 


20.00 


5.00 


15.00 


32.60 


Donations. 


475.44 


280.17 


-— 72.60 


85.00 


22.30 


69.63 


1.00 


305.94 


Indiana. 

Union Asso., per Key, A. §&. 
Ames, agent, 

Huntington Asso., Huntington, 
ch., per Rey. A. 38. A., agent, 

Northern Ind. Asso., Laporte, 
Sab. Sch., to sup. nat. prs., 
per Rey. A. 5. A., agent, 

Mt. Zion Asso., Franklin, Sab. 
Sch., to sup. a pupil in Mis- 
sion school, Henthada, 3; 
Hurricane, ch. 4.85; per Rey. 
A. 5S. A., agent, 

Indianapolis Asso., Dr, 8. Per- 
ham 5; Sugar Creek, ch., to 
sup. nat. prs., 5.15; per Rey. 
A. 5. A., agent, 

Madison Asso., Harbert’s Creek, 
ch. 9.50; Lancaster, ch. 3.25; 

Middle Fork, ch. 3; per Rev. 
A. 5. A., agent, 

Colfee Creek Asso., Lick Branch, 
ch. 10,80; Hopewell, ch. 3.45; 
per Rev. A. 5. A., agent, 


Illinois. 
Chicago Asso., Elgin, ch., per 
Rey. 3. M. Osgood, agent, 
Michigan. 
Ann Arbor, ch., tow. sup. of a 
nat. pr. in Burmah, 
Washtenaw Asso., Iludson and 
Dover, Youth's Miss. 
per Key. A, 5. Ames, agent, 
St. Joseph's River Asso., Dow- 


Puc., 


agiac, ch., per Rey. A. 5. A,, 
agent, 
Wisconsin, 


Dodge Asso., Beaver Dam, ch., 
ot wh. 100 is fr. Abiathar 
Joy, to sup. two nat. assts, 
under care ot Rey. C. 
Thomas, Henthada, and to 
cons. himself L. M., per Rey. 
Ss. M. Osgood, agent, 

Winnebago Asso., Kipon, ch., 
J. B. Barlow 1; Berlin, ch. 
11.20; Wampun, ch. 2; Osh- 
kosh, “from a little boy in 
New England,” by 1.J. 1.3; 
per Rey. 5. M. O., agent, 


Iowa. 

Fox River Asso., Ewen Ed- 
wards 1; Joel Elam 1; per 
Kev. 1. J. Stoddard, 

Ottumwa, ch., per Rev. I. J. 
agent, 


Legacies. 
Oneida Castle, N. Y., Mrs. Fan- 
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ny C. Randall, by 0. P. Root, 


per Rey. T. Allen, agent, 
West Worcester, N. Y., Wim. 

Cook, by Joun Cook Exr., 

per Rey. 0. Dodge, agent, 


6.30 
7.35 
7.00 
7.85 
10,15 
16.05 
13.95 
68.65 
7.59 
7.60 
3.00 
5.00 
— 15,60 
114.48 
14.23 
— 128.71 
2.00 
5.00 
7.00 
2,556.88 
100.00 
100.00 
—— 200.00 
$2,786.88 


Total from April 1 to Noy. 30, 1860, $29,- 


003.47. 
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10.00 
20.00 
11,42 
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